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ment must have revenue through the Customs,
let ns pay direct to the Customs instead of
having middlemen’s profits added to the Cus-
toms dues. Tf we were to work as one man,
probably we should get our Qisabilities re-
moved, Western Australia is good enough to
develop, and will pay for its developing.
Unfortunately the man who does the preatest
amount of developing work, he who is near-
est to Nature, does not get anything like his
proper percentage of value produced. The
first man to reap the benefit of the ecapital
coming out from England will be the com-
mercial man. Everything that the settlers re-
quire in the shape of tools, clothing, ete,
will represent to the commereial man an im-
mediate advantage. We on the land have to
grow our products and wait until we market
them before we get any eash return. We have
been asked to explain the drift to the cities.
‘The answer i simple, There is no incentive
for young people to remain in eounfry dis-
tricts.  Consequently they migrate to the
better conditions in the city. Once let the
people in country distriets realige that it is
more profifable and healthy for them to re-
main in the eountry, and they will no longer
desire to come to the ¢ity. When you pgive
them comforts and decent home life, families
reared in the country will remain there. A
little ridicule has been directed at the 214
acre crop of cotton. I would not care if it

were only 1%  acres. I suggested two
Yyears ago that eotton Bseed, linzeed,
and tobaeeco seed should be distributed

to the eountry schools for eultivation in small
experimental plots. Weg ghould then find out
which centre is most suitable for the produe-
tion of each of those commodities. Tobacco
wasg grown at York some time ago, but it was
not suecessful, because of insects boring the
leaf. MHowever, if we were to make these
small experimental tests at country schoels,
it would be very interesting for the children
and would ecost nothing. During the last
two or three years it has been proved that
the carrying capacity of the South-West areas
has been very much increased by sub-
terranean clover. In the Great Southern a
similar result haa been achieved by the culti-
vation of Sudan grass. At Geraldton re-
cently T was informed that the fattening
qualities of blue lupine were simply astound-
ing.

Mr. Latham: Tt is very good on light
land.
Mr. HARRTSON: Well, we have plenty of

light Jand in most districts. Tf we could get
in the eastern districts anything which would
give us a similar advantage, it would revo-
lutionise the steek-carrving capacity of our
land. T congratulate the Premier on having
secured so large a sum of money. If judici-
ousir used it shonld serve to ereate a turn-
ing point in the history of the State. I am
very pleased indeed that a move has been
made in this direction, and I am convinged
that if the officers of the various departments
will work together most excellent results will
be obtained.
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On motion by Mr. Underwood, debate ad-

journed.

Houge adjourned at 8.57 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
p.m, and read prayers.

QUESTION--DIUMPING OF EASTERXN
GOODS,

Mr. CARTER asked the Premier: 1, Is he
aware of the fact that dumping of Tastern
States’ goods is oceurring on a large scale
in Western Australia, that such tactics
on the part of Eastern commercial houses is
degigned, and 1is successfully operating,
against the loeal industries already estab-
lished and the establishment of further see-
ondary industries in our State? 2, If so, has
any aetion heen taken to prevent these
attacks upon our growth® 3, Will he cause
the attention of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to be drawn to the matter and demand
that the terms of the Federal Coustitution be
applied to prevent continuance of the evil?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The W.A, Cham-
ber of Manufactures has recent]y written to
the Minister for Industries statmg such to
he the case. 2, The matter is receiving atten-
tion. 3, If it ean be shown that dumping is
occurring, and the Federal Constitution can
be applied by way of remedy, suitable repre-
sentatiens will be made,

QUESTION—STATE SAW MILLS.

Mr. WILLCOCK (for Mr. Wilson) asked
the Minister for Works: 1, What was the out-
put of timber from the State 8aw Mills De-
partment for the year ended 30th June, 19227
2, The average number of men employed by
this department during the year ended 30th
June, 19227 3, What were the profits made
by the depariment during the year ended
30th June, 19227

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS replied: 1,
50,480 loads of sawn timber. 2, 890 men in
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saw mills. I, Stock-sheets and accounts are
not yet completed, so that a definite sum ean-
not yet be stated. Tt is uot clear whether the
hon. member wants anything but sawn tim-
ber. Tf he does, he can ask a further ques-
tion,

QUESTIONS (3)—RAILWAYS.
Cornarvon-Kitli's Project.

Mr. ANGELO asked the Premier; 1, What
is the present cost of 45lb, raila? 2, What is
the present cost of sleepers for 3ft. 6in, rail-
way? 3, At what rates did Mr. Tindale
frame his report on the proposed Carnarvon-
Killili railway? 4, Will he supply the House
with a detailed statement of Mr. Tindale’s
estimates showing how the cost of the pro-
posed railway reaehed £4,000 per mile? 35,
What indueed Mr, Tindale to frame his esti-
mates of freight earnings at 6d. per ton per
mile, whilst the original proposal was Js.
per ton jer mile, a rate to which no objeetion
bas he:n taken by the reople of the distriet?

The PREMIER replied: 1, £1,020 per mile
in store, North Fremantle, 2, Three shillings
and seven penez per sleeper at mill. 3, At
above rates. 4, In abgence of survey, details
are not possible. The estimate i3 framed on
experience of cost of other lines reviewed by
knowledge of Carnarvon conditions. 5, Mr.
Tindale framed alternative estimates at 6d.
and 1s. respectively per ton per mile.

Relaying, Perth-Bellevue.

Mr. WILLCOCK asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, How many men were employed
on the relaying job between Perth and Belle-
vue on Tuesday, 1st August, 1922, 2, Wed-
nesday, 2nd August, 19223

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS re-
plied: 1, 194, 2, 137. The reduetion in the
number of men on the 2nd instant, eompared
with the preeeding day, is due to the com-
pletion of the relaying as far as Bellevae, and
the necessity for reconditioning the plant.
When this has been done, relaying will be
started between Chidiow and Lion Mili, which
will enable additionai men again being em-
ployed.

Freight to Albany.

Mr. CARTER asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, In view of the withdrawal of s.s.
$Euela’’ for nine months for the purpose of
eheap tramsport of rails to Esperance, is it
the Government’s intention to assist manu-
facturers who have to rely on this cheap
means of transport to meet Fastern States’
competition by granting a cheaper rute of
freight to Albany? 2, Are the Government
aware that it is now cheaper te send goods
to Esperance and ship them back again to
Albany than to rail them to Albamny as their
destination? 3, How do the Government jus-
tify their aection in granfing thia cheap rate
for shipment to ports south-east of Albany
and exclnding goods for Albany?! 4, Has
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this been done at the request of the whole-
sale traders in Albany who are distributing
agents for Eastern houscs, with the idea of
excluding W.A, manufarcturers’ competition?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, 2, and 3, I am advised that ut least
two of the insterstate steamship companies
are arranging to lift carge from Fremantle
to Albany by sea at approximately the same
vates of freight as were in operation on
the ss. ‘““Eucla’’ for that run. Tf this is
correct, the Albany merchants will be in pre-
cisely the same position, having the same
facilities nt approximately the same rates of
freight as when the ss. “*Eucla’’ was run-
ning, and the apecial rail freight, therefore,
would only apply to cargo sent to ports cast
of Albany in eases of emergency, the rail
Ereight plns sea freight per “Brela’’ being
much higher than the sea freight to Albany
plus freight per ‘‘Euecla’’ to ports east of
Albany. 4, No. The State Shipping Service:
and railway officers conferred regarding this
matter, their object being to enable the
settlers on the South-Fust coast to obtain
goods at approaching previouns rates rending
the return of the g8 ‘'Eucla’ to the ruw
through to Fremantle,

LEAVE QF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Pickering, leave of ah-
sence for four weeks granted to Mr. A.
Thomson (Katanning) on the ground of
urgent private business.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fourth Day.

Debate resumed from the 3rd August.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) |4.43]: I
have listened with some intercst to the vari-
ous speakers on the Address-in-reply. I
krow it has been stated that the leaders have
all spoken and that now the smaller fry
might have a chance.  The speeches have
heen interesting in a degree, but I do not
know that all has been said that ean be said.
I listened with considerable interest to the
Leader of the Opposition, who gave a very
helpful criticism, and the Premier, to an ex-
tent, enlightened the House. The Leader of
the Country DParty reminded me of a jockey
who was doing his preliminary before he got
the owner’s instruetions; that is to say, he
did not know whether he was having a fly
or whether he was in the bag. Many things
have been said to which I ean only refer
again and possibly endeavour to say them in
other words. The Leader of the Opposition
referred to Royal Commissions. L think he
spoke somewhat contemptuously of them.
We might classify Royal Commissions nader
three headings. There is the useful commis-
sion, such as the inquiry into the Railways,
or the inquiry inte the Kendenup accounts,
or others on which Parliamentarians have sat
with experts such as that on lunacy and the
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management of our hospitals. Then again
we have what might be termed the white-
washing cominission, sueh as the Fducation
Commission of last year. We had a similar
whitewyshing commission this vear on the
Liake t'litton railway job,

Hon, [I', Collier: Hear, hear!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Then, with all «due
respect, 1 wmust refer to what wmight be termed
the toeliskk commissions, and one needs to be
courageous to do it, for almost every mewmber
«of this House is a Royal Commissioner. To
demonstrate what I mean by foolish commis-
sions, let me refer to the Licensing Commis-
sion.  The commission travelled, cast, vorth
and south, and took evidence in varions parts
of the vountry on questions which have heen
debated for 50 years, and on which public
opinion is as diverse as the weather. The
commission went to the Roulder, and took
evidence from o miner who stated that, after
coming off shift at 11 o’clock or midnight,
he had a couple of pots and found they did
him good. Then the commission went to
Geraldton and cexamined a Rechabite or a
vegetarian, or something like that, and he
told them that all aleobolie drinks were bad.
It is not neeessary to travel arounfl the coun-
try with all the paraphernalia of a Royal
Commission to get evidence of that deserip-
tion. The member for Kanowna (Hon. T.
Walker) e¢an tell us that all alcokholic drinks
are bad, and T can tell members fhat a pot
or two does one good.

The Minister for Works: 1t does me good,
anyhow,

Hon, T. Walker:
without it.

Mr. Richardson: It depends on one’s tem-
perament,

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Yes, amd one'’s ability
to absorlh the drink. Coming to more serious
matters, the question of immigration over-
shadows all other questions which are to be
debated. It seems to me that one is required
tn make a declaration of faith for daring to
speak on this question; that is to say, he has
to deelare, *‘T am in favour of immigration;
1 do belicve that this country must have more
people; I am convineed that, if we are go-
ing to keep a white Awsiralin, we mnst have
more white people here.’’ The Leader of
the Opposition put it very fairly when he
stated that every sane man, inside or outside
of Parliament, agrees that we want more
people in this eountry. But we have to think
how we arc going to handle those people and
what we are going to do with them when we
et them here. There is always a danger in
bringing immigranis infe a country when un-
emwployment preeails, Immigration and un-
employment will not run in double larness,
amd withont doubt there has been cousider-
able unemployment in Western Australia for
the last year or more. In introducing immi-
grants into this couniry, we have to be eare-
ful that we do not drive out the best citizens
we ean [w0ssibly have, nawmely the young
gropers.  Any policy of immigration that
will foree the young West Australian born
out of this country is one that we do not

You wounld be betier
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want and, until we can absorb the whole of
theny, we must be very careful about bringing
other people in. We have heard a good ileal
reparding  immigration,.  We  have heard
savething ubout the cmployment to which
they are te Lo put,  We are told that al
these immigrants must go into the country
awl, in the rirst place, clear land and then
heeome farmers, | do not vare whether you
get people from Great Britain, from other
parts of Europe, ov from many parts of
Austvaliy, | waintain that there 5 a con-
tiderable percentage of men who will never
be suwccesstul  as land  elearers. I have
known wmen  who weould not carn  salt
for their porridge at land «learing, and
they have inelnded European and Aus-
tralian born.  If ¢his is all we ean offer
imdgrants, we can he absolutely sure that
we are going to have quite a large number
of failures who will eitlier kave to drift into
the cities or leave Australia.

Hon. P, Collier: That stands to reasow.
Take any 6,000 Australinns znd a percentage
will fail at clearing work,

Mr. CNDERWOOD: T included Austra-
lans. There is a question which is still
agitating the minds of some people, namely,
what wages should be paid to the farm as-
sistant and the clearer. My experience is
that there are quite a large number of men
whe, during the first foew moenths on clearing
or in any other position fo which they have
not been brought up, are not worth anything,
As regards clearing, those men who own or
are trying te own the lind and win through
on the land eannet afford to pay fixed wages
to clearers or farm hands who do not know
their work, It is impossible to lay down any
fixed wages to be paid to land elearers or
farm hands.

Mr. Willcoek:
standard.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: If a standard is fixed,
there are thounsands of these men whe will
never to be able to make a start. Quite a
nomber of men would be utterly or practically
useless for a few months, but would gradu-
ally pick up and learn the busginess and be-
come good men; but to begin with, it is
impossible to fix a wage for them. If we
are depending on private employers—and
most of the private employers in the agri-
cultural industry in this State are them-
selves worlfing very hard in trying io win
through—they cannot afford to keep a man
who eannet do his work, There are some
men who will never learn fo be farmers and
who will never learn to be bushmen, and this
remark does not apply to immigrants alone,
There are hundreds of thousands of Awvs-
tralian born men who wounld never he sue-
cessful as farmers. We have heard a good
deal about the drift to the city. One is apt
to gather the impression

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: That it has just
taken place.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: Yes, and that Austra-
lia is the only place in the world where it has
taken place. Of course the Arift to the cities

There ouglht to be some
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is an evil 13 old as the world itself; at least
it poes back as far as reliable history cxtends.
There has always been a tendency for people
to driit into the eitics. Some people say,
'Make the eountry attractive.”’ This in-
volves a questiop possibly of femperament,
possibly of early environment. To me, the
country is anill always has been attraetive,
and te thousands of other men it is attrae-
tive. To tens of thousands of others it offcrs
no attractions whatever. No matter what we
may put there, they will come where the
crowis are. 1 say with all due respect to the
member for West Perth (Mrs. Cowan) womed
have a greater tendency to come to the cities
than men.

~ Mrs, Cowan: Beennge you give them no
convenicnees in their homes on the land.

Hon. P. Collier: They follow the men any-
where, to the eity or the country.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Lcader of the
Opposition is wrong. There are hundreds
and thousands of men in the cities of Austra-
lia who would prefer to go inte the country,
but they follow the women. Huaman beings
like a erowd. To make ihe country attractive
we must put a crowd there, but in Australia
that is utterly impossible. 1 am. sure, how-
over, there are sufficient people in Australia,
and sufficient whe will come to Australia, who
will be attracted by what is called the toneli-
nese and the isolation of the country, and
the other difiicultics connected with it, who
would much prefer the fine healthy life, both
moral and physical, afforded by the country.
When the Premier went on his great tour, he
cabled frem London asking for the help of
the Lender of the Gppositien. 1n this House
the Premier has a majority of ahnost two
to onc. When he sent that cable he was cer-
tainly mot paying any great compliment to
his supporters. 1 have never agreed with the
poliey of spoils to the vietors; at the same
time, it has always appealed to me that one
should never pass over a friend to placate a
foe, because one would most likely losc n
good friend.  Why, the Premier, with his
suhstantial majority, should cable for the

Leader of the Opposition passes my under-

gtanding. In declining te go the Leader of
the Opposition did exactly what I wonld have
done. [ I had been the Leader of the Oppo-
gition, amd possessed the requisite flow of
language, I know what 1 should have told
the Premier. Ministers have done one or two
things in opposition te the express will of
this House. Last session a no-confidence
motion was moved in regard to the Lake
CliFton railway. I may be reminded that T
voted against that motion. Possibly Minis-
ters were under the impression that any mem-
ber who would stand the Lake Clifton job
would stand anything that followed the same
track. The Como tramways have, up to date,
been nicely smoothed over. Three distinet
views may bhe taken regarding that matter.
The first is, whether under our present finan-
eial condition, we should spend any money
except uron works that will tend to increase
production; the seeond ik, shomld a Minister
L
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go hehind the distinet instructions of Par-
liament; and the third is, whether the pro-
position is any good? From cvery point of
view the nndertaking is wrong. We should
spend all the meney we ean get at present
upon inereasing prodection. We should at
all times respect the decizions of Parliament.
Again, when a public work is being carried
out, it should be carried out on the best
possible lines, Members will agree with me
that there is mo tramway proposition in the
n‘netropolitan arca that is not better than the
Como trams. The Minister for Railways has
told the public that this only involved =
paltry £40,000. Like the baby, it is only a
little one.

Mr. Riehardson: It will grow, though.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Everything is com-
parative. When we reeolleet the Minister’a
huge loss of £300,000 in connection with the
motor ship ‘‘Kangareo,’’ £40,000 is only a
small loss,

The Minister for Mines: Whe sai
£300,000 on the ‘‘Eangaroo’’?¥ said T lost

Mr. UNDERWQOD: I say so. The Gov-
e{ll_unent had a firm offer of £240,000 for that
ship.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: £280,000,

Mr, UNDERWOOD: The £240,000 will
satisfy me. They expended £190,000 on alter-
ing and spoiling the ship. That wmakes
£430,000, or £470,000, whichever way one
may look at it. The ship to-day is worth about
£100,000 or £130,000. There is no doubt
whatever the Minister lost to the State
£300,000 over that ship.

The Minister for AMines: Only in your own
opinion.

Mr. UXDERWOOD: Of course it is, The
I\Il{;lster will express his opinion later on.

i{on. P. Collier: You are goin v
along the line of facts. going pretty well

AMr. UNDERWOOD: I always endeavounr
to do so. The Leader of the Opposition
when speaking the other might, only refcrre(i
to what a fine proposition it was to buy that
ship, but everything we made out of her has
heen lost again, The good bargain we made
has been lost by the aetion of a IMinister
who says, in regard to the Como trams, ‘* It
is only a paltry £40,000.7" The Premier
said the Acting Premier did not know that
he_(the Premier) had made a promise not to
build the trams, I am sorry the Premier
made that staten.ent. With Mark Twain, L
belicve one should speak the troth where
the truth will be good, but shonld never tell
an untruth that no one will believe, Nobedy
believes the statement that the Acting Pre-
mier il not know a promise had been given.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He said it himself.

Mr. UNDERWQOOD: Who did®

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Acting Premicr.
It was published in the Press.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Is that the first
thing he said? There is not a member in
the House who will believe that the Acting
Premier did not know of the Premijer’s prom-
13¢,
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Hon, W. (", Angwin: The Premier had to
take his word for it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I will tell the House
later on what I will take his word for.

My, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. UNDERW.OOD: Apart from the Pre-

mier’s promise, which I do not consider
much——

Mr. Carter: Be fair.

Mr. UTNDERWOOD: I am fair. I kuow

that promises are made and ctrcumstances
alter, and a promise, if not broken, is at
least not fulfilled. There is more than the
Premier’s promise in this matter, There is
the fact that this Housc appointed a select
committec to inguire into the gquestion of the
construction of these trams. TUntil that sel-
ect committee, or Royal Commission as it
afterwards was, had reported, Ministers were
bound by the decigsion of this House. I find
from reference to the division that the motion
to appoint the select comunittee was earried
by 28 votes to 9, and of the nine who op-
posed it five were Ministers, If the Acting
Premicr did net know of the promise given
by the Premier, he must have known of the
appointment by this House of the select com-
mittee, which eommittee afterwards became a
Royal Commission. There is no excuse for
him. We remember the ‘Lake Clifton inci-
dent and all the ecircumstances attendant
thereto. A good tradesman, a great criminal,
or a speaker, has certain characteristics by
which he is known. His work too is known,
Here we have over again all the character-
istics of the Lake Clifton matter. The Pre-
mier was away and the same man was Acting
Premier, A Bill is passed by Parlinment
but it is ignored. The Acting Premier then
tells us that owing te pressnre of business
he did net read a certain minute and did not
know it was opposed to the will of Parlia-
ment. In respeet to the Come trams we have
practically the same position. The Acting
Premier says he did not know of the prowmise.
The ecircumstances seem to me to be on all
fours with those conunected with the Take
Clifton affair. On both occasions the Pre-
mier, who was away, and who was absolutely
opposed to the wndertaking, comes back and
sercens his Ministers. The evidenee given by
Bir Henry Lefroy before the Lake Clifton
Roysal Commission was merely a screening of
Ministers, seeing that the proposition was not
agreed to hy Cabinet. There are other points
connected with the Como trams that T do not
care to diseuss now, particularly with regard
to the enst of land—the statements concern-
ing which are entirely false—and as to the
trams therselves. I now come to the ques-
tion of the draining of Herdsman’s Lake.
In reply to a question the other day the
Minister informed me that the draining of the
Inake would eost £72,000. That work was
anthorised by Act of Parliament. When the
Bill was before the House, I supported it,
and I eoncluded my speech by saying—

I hope the Minister will make eertain,
hefore he allows his officers to go on with
this work, what the eost of the drainage
will be. I have before this known officers
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of the Public Works Department to under-

estimiate cost. I will not say there is not

soi e little guily passing through the sand-

stouc tauge, hut unless there is such a

gully, L undertake to say we shall not be able

to get through that range along the lime
kiln for £25,000—and that is irrespective
of the rest of the drain. The proposition re-
quires very careful consideration from the
aspeet of cost before one embarks on it.
The Minister said the cost would be £23,000.

The Minister for Works: Is mnot there
£15,000 for lining as well?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Lining is not referred
to. Replying on the second reading debate,
the Minister said the eost would be between
£25,000 and £27,000. The position, as I put
it, is this: either there was unpardonahle
negligence and incompetcnee of officers, or
Parliament was being misle?. [ undertake
to say that bad an estimated cost of £75,000
been put up for that drain, this House would
never have passed the Bill

Hon. P, Collier: It all has to be unloaded
on to the price of the land.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: It will be nnloaded
on to the deficit. The Premier has said that
he is short of £100,000 of taxation with re-
speet to liquor license fees. Here is £50,000
not put in at ail, £50,000 gone,

Haon. P. Collier: Posterity will pay it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We have heard about
the Minister for Works as a practical man,
& man who knows his job.

Hon. P. Collier: An all-round man,

My, UNDERWOOD: No, not all round,
but practieal on  pavvying work, and
partienlarly in tunnelling and engincering.

Hou. P. Collier: All round, but speeial in
that.

AMr, TXDERWOQOOD: Here is a job right
under that Minister’s eve, right before him.
He puts up to the Housce £25,000 as the cost.
Now he tells us the cosb is to be £72,000. And
there is £30,000 more yet to be spent. The total
cost of the job will be about £100,000. VYet
the Minister tells ns that he is the man who
knows his joh.

The Minister for Works:
does,

Mr. UNDERWQOOD: If T, a layman, casu-
ally walking over the eountry, could tell this
House that it would cost more than estimated
to get threugh that range, then what sort of
men have we in the Public Works Depart-
ment?  TIf the Minister has been misled, why
does he not sack one of the men, or all of
the men, connected with the business? No-
hedy has been dismissed.  Everything is go-
ing on just as swimmingly and smoothly as
ever.

The Minister for Works: That is all you
know ahout it.

AMr. UNDERWOOD: There is another
matter in which the intention of Parliament
has been grossly violated, and that is as re-
gards oil prospecting concessions. When we
passed the measure dealing with that subjeet
we gave the Minister full diseretion, as we
presumed he had some discretion. But those
licenges to prospect for oil have ail the ap-

You know he
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pearance
we knew
Australia
areas,

Hon. P. Collier: By 36 individuals or com-
|'anies.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, and at £5 a
‘‘nob.’? Men who are acquainted with min-
ing legislation and with prospecting areas
never in their  wildest dreams thought
that a prospecting area could be sub-let.
Therefore woe {id not provide against the
sub-letting of prospecting areas, Now, the
prayer hook says that vou cannot marry cer-
tain people, but it does not say that a man
shall not marry his grandmother, simply be-
cause no one expeets he will want to marry
hiz grandmother. Similarly, it wuas never ex-
pected by members of this House that a
Minister would allow a prospecting arca to
be sub-let.

Hon, P. Collier: The original holders of
those areas are asking large sums of money
for what they took up at £5 a year,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, and they are
yetting scores of thousands of pounds by
farming out the right to prospeet. The Min-
ister agrees to and approves of this farming
aut of oil areas, and even goes further, and
grants the people who are farming out an
extra five years to go on farming, T do not
desire to speak at length on this oil prospect-
ing business just now. I intend to ask hon,
members to carry a motion directing the
Government to forfeit all those oil areas

of a conspiraey, The first thing
was that every ineh of Western
was taken up as oil prospecting

" whieh are not cfficiently worked.

Hon. P. Collier: Hear, hear!

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T shall not disenss
the matter in detail, but in dealing with these
things which have been dene by the Govern-
ment against the decisions of Parliament, or
in some eases without the authority of Par-
liament, I must mention the alleged prospect-
ing areas for oil. Now Y turn to what is, 1
suppose, really the only question we have
before us—the grent immigration scheme.
Let me say again that in speaking on this
scheme T do so only to point out some of
thi difficulties. I wish to prove to the Honse,
if T ean, that we must have better adminis-
tration and considerable reduction of costs,
or we shall go headlong into bankruptey.
What does the scheme propose? So far as
I can learn, the Premier has secured the
right to borrow £6,000,000. The Pederal
Government and the British Government will
each pay onc-third of the interest oun that
money for five years, after which the loan
hecomes ours. I sympathised with the
Leader of the Opposition when he was try-
ing to get at the faets of the matter. The
Froemier makes one statement; the AMiuvister
for the North-West and Kdueation and waste,
makes another statement; the ** West Awus-
tralian’’ publishes its figures; the ‘‘Sunday
Times’’ eomes along and points out what a
fcolish paper the ‘‘West Anstralian?®’ is;

.and Mr. Lovekin of the *‘Daily News’’ has
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also piven his figures, Then the Premi
tells us that every one of them is wron
However, there are somme things which t
Prewier has unot told us. He says we sl
get a loan of £6,000,000, and that for tl
loan we have to introduce, 73,000 immigran
and place 6,000 of them in the South-\We
As regards the Wheat Belt he tells ns th
things will go on us usual; that is, those w
want our wheat lands will net through t
Agricultural Bank as hitherto. Now let 1
take the proposition of introducing 75,0
immigrants in three years and the placing
6,000 of them on farms. One can muke
fully improved farm in the South-West f
£1,000 if that money is carefully cxpends
Bt in starting group settlemenis ene hus
deal with men and women who have nev
been used to ,Australian life, and more
ticularly are not used to clearing Australi
land, whe possibly have never uscd an a
in their lives. They are the people who n
poing to eclear South-West land. Wi
such Inbour the clearing will cost at least
per cent. more than with trained labour, wi
trained Australiun axemen, Under the o
ditions proposed it will take at least £1,0
to make a farm., Six thousand farms, the:
fore would cost £6,000,000. The Premi
{ried to show us that we need mot wor
ahout the deficit, that these people who a
coming here will pay our debts and get
out of the £750,000 annual deficit. The rc
enue we shall get from these people, the P
mier says, will clear off everything, Now
wish to point out some of the difficultis
We are borrowing six millions, and the P1
mier said that those who borrowed the mon
would pay it back. T asked him, **Wh
abiout the failnres?’’ The Premier again 1
plied, ““Those who Dborrow the money w
pay it back.’”” T have had experience, m
s0 have other members of this Chamb
ta show that it is not always the pers
who borrows the money that pays it bac
Semetimes the paying is donc by the m
who backed the bill. So far as this immig:
tion seheme is concerned, we are baeki
the bill. T referred just now to the failuwm
Tn order to place 6,000 successful farme:
one requires to handle at least 9,000, becau
a third of them at least will fail—TI care »n
where they are drawn from. TIf we dre
them from Australian farmers’ sons, th
would not all prove successes.

Mr. Lambert: Even if they had go
seasons.

My, UNXDERWOOD: That is so. We mu
allow tor having to put 8,000 men on Sout
Wesiern farms, thus pmviding for 3,0
failures. Again, there is the question of t
pavment of fares. The immigrant who
sent to this eountry gets a free passage. T
British Government have passed an Aet
enable them to spend up to 1% millions tl
vear, and three millions annually for the ne
14 years, to assist in sending British imn
grants to other parts of the Briti
Empire. Are the other parts of tl
British Empire likelv to want immigrant:
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Asg I understand the Bill which passed
through the House of Commons, that
money may be expended on sending out
immigrants.

Tion. W. . Angwin: That is the position.
The estimate was that it would cost ahout £8
a head.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: We have six States in
Australia and with XNew Zealand, seven
States. There are eight States in Canada,
making the total up to 15. With the five
Provinees in South Africa, the aggregate
number of States reaches 20. TIs Western
Anstralia to get the whole of the money
available, or only her share of ome-twentieth
of £3,000,000? On that basis, will it pay
the State to bring in 25,000 immigranis? On
that basis, we will find ourselves £300,000 or
£400,000 down in bringing the immigrants to
Western Australia! Tt is as well to look at
this phase because it cuts out all the rest of
the explanation about the immigrants paying
off our defieit. As a matter of fact, if the
scheme snceceds and we get all the Premier
so optimistically expeets of it, we cannot ex-
peet the immigrants to pay their way for the
next ten years, much less to do anything in
the dircetion of wiping off the defieit.

Mr, Davies: Ts it not the responsibility of
the Commonwealth to bring the immigrants to
Australia?

Mr, TNDERWOOD: It may ke the respon-
sibility of the Commeonwealth, but Western
Australia is wndertaking this responsibility.
When we undertake such a responsibility, we
should see where it is leading us. At the
very least, we should take stock of the lia-
bilities we are assuming,.

Mr. Davies: So far as the passages are
concerned?

AMr. TNXDERWOOD: T now come to a ques-
tion that every member of this House should
consider. I refer to the deficit. For last
year we had a deficit of some £700,000 odd.
We have started off the first month of the pres-
ent financial year with a bigger deficit than has
been rvcorded in past years. Not only did we
spend wmore in July last than in the previous
July, but we collected less. Judging by that,
our deficit will be greater, instead of less, at
the end of the present financial year. The
Governor’s Speech and the speech delivered by
the Premier hold out no possible hope of any
attempt being made to reduce the deficit.
AN the Premier can say is that he will get
if possilile, more taxation. We heard a great
deal from the Premicr regarding the sinking
fund, and there is no doubt that the pro-
vision made by previous administrations in
Western Australia could have been very hene-
ficinl to this State had we kept our finances
level. The position regarding the sinking
fond is that we hbave repurchased about
£3,000,000 or £6,000,000 worth of our stock.
With regard to the interest, we have been
fortunate in getting in face value our stocks
to the extent of £1,000,000 less than was actu-
ally paid for it. That in itself is very fortu-
nate for us, but while doing that, wec have
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been buying back stoek, carrving 314 per-
cent, interest, by borrewing to pay the deficit
to the extent of mearly the same amount, at
interest ranging from 5% to 6 per cent. In:
the circumstanees, our sinking fund is not
kelping us at all. On the contrary, we are
getting further into the mire every day we
live, One may ask, baving wmade such a
statement, what is the remedy? The first
thing to be done towards balancing the
ledger is to achieve ecomomy in our adminis-
tration, the elimination of absolute waste-
and the improvement of efficiency. We can
take department after department, and we
find there is a continual increase in the ex-
penditure and in the nomber of civil servants:
employed. A sentence used by Mr, Stead,
the Roval Commissioner who investigated
the administration of the Railway Depart-
ment, regardine the traffic branch; to the-
effeet that th: wumber of eofficers employed
in this branch at the head office was alte-
gether out of proportion to the work done,
could be applied, T belicve, to cvery Govern-
ment department in Western Australiz. Take
the Education Department for example. Tn
1911—F g0 back fo that year because
that is the beginning of the drift—we-
expended £205,000; last yea¥ we expended
£560,000. From 1911 to 1921, the statisties
show that our population increased from
305,000 to 335,000, Thus we inercased our
population during a pevie@ of 10 years by
14 per cent.; we increased our expenditure
on edueation by 170 per c¢ent. or more, I
ask hon. members: Are they sure there is no:
waste in that department?

‘{'lor;.' P, Collier: A Royal Commission said,
“4 Xo.

Mr. UNDERWOQOOD: I have expressed my
opinion regarding that Royal Commission
onve or twice. In view of the circunrstances
at the present time, would it not be a fair
thing if we went back to conditions obtain-
ing in 191197 Were the conditions in 1911
so very bad? Can any hon. member notice
any improvement for the expenditure of this
enormous amount of money?

Mr. Mann: What was the increase for-
galaries?

Mr. UNDERWQOOD: About 20 per cent.;
the total increasc was 170 per eent.

Hon. T. Walker: The question is: What
was the increase in the number of children
attending the schoolsd

AMr. UNDERWOOD: Then we have the
Premier’s Department, with only a paltry
expenditure at the outset. In 1907 the ex-
penditure was some £700. TIn 1211 it had

increased to £800, leaving out the odd
amounts, In 1922 the expenditure was
£2,200.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No. Tt was £119,000,

Mr. TXDERWOOD: Have we got any ad-
vantage for that expenditure? I admit we:
have got a man who can lay baek and say,
‘“Yeg, we will see about this,’’ Then we-
have the Publiec Works Department. For
the last six vears we have nof carried out
any public work of first class importance.
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The only one costing much money was the
Wyndham Meat Works. Although that was
the only work of any importance carried out
by the Public Works Department during the
past six years, do we see any decrease in
connection with that department? Are not
officers of that department runmning up and
down the stairs, thick as flies, just as they
did when they were spending a few millions?
All the department has done comprises a few
renovations. The other day I saw four men
levelling off a bit of ground to make a garden
at the back of that ramshackle Barracks
wheve the Public Works Department is
housed. It took fowr men to do it!  That
is where our money is going. The Minister
for Works who *'knows his job'’ and is *‘g
practical man,’’ is in charge of the depart-
ment.  As Professor Murdoch says, ‘* When
you get a practical man, you are all right.”’
So far as I know, giving cheek to the Mayor
of Perth and being impudent to the Town
Clerk comprise the Minister’s long suit.
Apart from that, 1 do not know there is
much for which we can commend bim,

My, Simons: Arc those his virtues?

Afr. Lutey: He is the busy bee of the Cab-
inet,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We have threc rab-
bit-proof feneces, including the outer fenee,
which we keep in repair, There are no
rabbits east of the outer fence; there are
any number of rabbits west of it and between
the other two fences,

AMr. Chesson: That is guite true.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.}

Mr, UNDERWOOD: The other day at
Geralia, T saw a rabbit shot inside the third
fence, which was built by the Gascoyne Ver-
min Board. That rabbit was shot 350 miles
ingide the outer fence. We po to consider-
able expense in maintaining that outer fence
and keep men riding up and down it. To my
own knowledge, rabbits are 350 miles inside
that fence, yet we talk of the extravagance
of the Federal Government! We must have
economy in onr own Government depart-
ments hefore we can possibly start talking
of the cxtravagance of the Federal Govern-
ment.  The only thing we ean do, both as
regards the State Governirent and the Fed-
eral Giovernment, is te ent out this uscless
waste and inefficieney in our Government de-
partments. Now I come to & department the
operations of whirh T am able to cheek, he-
cause 1 know whot ther are doing. T refer
to the Department for the North-West. The
Minister for the XNorth-West took a four
through the North-West—Kimherlex districts,
and he liked the country. IHe liked if =o
much that he hooked himself on to us as
Minister.

The Minister for Works: You wanted him,
didn't vom?

Mr. UNXDERWOOD: Whoe? TI?

The Minister for Works: Yes, you.

Mr. UNDERWOOYD: There are a lot of
other places to which the Minister con hook
himself, and if he would only hook himself
to one of those oiher plaves, T can assure
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the House that the people of Pilbara would
appreciate it.

The Minister for Works:; I understood thal
You wanted a North-West Department.

Hon, P. Collier: That does not say the)
wattted this particular Minister.

Mr. Troy: They wanted a local Minister

Mr. TNDERWQOD: If hon. members per
use the Governor’s Speech, they will find s
good deal there abont the North-West De
partment. They will find that 214 acres of
cotton are now coming into bearing at Vielel
Valley in the East EKimberleys.

Hon. P. Collier: They have built a she¢
on a jetty.

Mr. UNDERWOOQD: No, they did nol
build pne; ashed was extended. There is some
thing about thiz business at Vielet Valley
that is not known hy hon. members regarding
cotton-growing and that is that it is utterly
impossible, It is over 100 miles from the
nearest port, which is Wyndham, over on¢
of the worst roads in Western Australia
Aund this is where they have 214 acres of
cotton which will be in full bearing nex
vear. DBefore the Minister went north, we
had a goocd engineer who had with him ar
assiytant, and both did practically all the
work that was required from this end. Now
we have a Comumissioner for the North-West
a secretary to ihe Departmeut of the North
West, a technical assistant, a private secre
tary to the Commissioner, and an officer-in
charge. There are two or three rooms whiel
arc full of officers of the North-West Depart
ment, and in fact the officers are more num
crous than the mosquitves at East Perth.

Mr. Simons: Tmpossible.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: We find in the Gov
ernor’s Speeeh that the Department com
pleted 50 nndertakings, including the build
ing of jetties, goods sheds, hospitals, schools
and stock route wells, As a matter of fact
all that has been done is the ordinary
amount of reoovation, while so far as the
wells are concerned, they replaced a buckei
which had fallen down one of those wells.

Hon, P. Collier;: All important enough tc
inclwide in thie Governor's Speech,

Mv, UNDERWOOD: Exactly, T went f«
the oftice of this Department the other day:
I Linew the (‘ommissioner was away, and |
lenew alse that the secretary was away, |1
asked for the officer in charge and =
clerk eame ont. T said, ‘fAre you in
charge?'’ and his reply was that he was
not, but that ‘‘*sgo-and-so was in charge.”
t4That is the man T want to sce,'’ T said
aml the reply I got was, ‘T will ash
whetlier he will see vou.’’ Then the eclerk
apologised to me and said, “*You arked fo
the elerk in ¢harge: T did not think you
wanted the hoss,”  We find that Meeka:
tharra is incladed in the North-Wast De
partment.

Ay, Marshall: We have heen adopted as
well as yon.

Mr, UNXDERWOOD : When the Meeka:
tharra Road Board require to communicate witt
the Government on any gueation they have
write tn the Commissioner at Broome. Of
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conrse the Commissioner may be there, but
it iz highly probable that he will not be
there. The Governor’s Speech sets out that
the Commisgioner has established his office
at Broome, and it is a fact that the Gov-
ernment have purchased a residence there
for him. I will undertake to say, however,
that all the time the Commissioner bas spent
there has been not more than 14 days.

Mr. Teesdale: It is to hig credit that his
wife has been there.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: The people of Nulla-
gine desired cheap excursions on the Meeka-
tharra to Perth railway in the summer time
—cheaper retarn fares when they wanted to
visit the coast. Previously they would
write eitber to the Minister for Railways or
to the Commissioner for Railways. Now
the letter is passed on to the Commissioner
for the North-West, and the secretary for
the North-West writes to the Railway De-
partmeut, the secretary of the Railway De-
partment writes back to the secretary of
the North-West Department, and the secre-
tary of the Norith-West Department passes
the letter on to the road beard at Nullagine.
I may say that the Commissioner for the
North-West made a grand tour the other
day. He went to Wyndham by bhoat and
there got a motor car to go through from
Wyndham to Derby and possibly on to

Broome. He took with him the seere-
tary for the North-West Department,
the technieal assistant and, T think,
his private secretary, and his wife,

They had two motor cars and traveiled de
fuxe through ecountry where there is praeti-
cally no work to be dome. A pestal in-
spector was travelling through the same
conntry at the same time, and he was using
mostly a horse and sulky, and at times the
vehicnlar mail, not the motor mail. This
officer travelled over the same country as
the staff of the North-West Department.
He went to Turkey Creek, Hall’s Creck,
Fitzroy Crossing, Derby, and then came
down to Broome, Iort Hedland, Marble Bar,
Whim Creek, Roebourne and Carnarveon, and
was in Fremanile before the Commissioner
and his suite had got past Derby. That is
what the Minister for the North-West, that
extraordinary man of waste and inefficieney,
is responsible for. Now we are asked to
go further. We are told that an expert on
tropical agriculture must be added to the
stafi of the North-West Department—there
are not enough there yet.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They must have one
now that they have 21% acres of eofton
put in.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: If it is desired to
examine that country, and if a definite pro-
position is put forward. one to which a man
can go to carry on eXperiments, then an
expert can do good work, but if he is to
merely travel through the country and then
come back here and report

Hon. W, C. Angwin: And then go back
again.

Mr, UNDERWQOD: Al T can say is that
we have quite enough reports already. We have
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Mr. Despiessis’ report, and the North-West
Department, who are also looking after the
publicity eampaign, as they c¢all it, have had
that report reprinted. And then they re-
hashed it, and added to it a slab supplied
by the Minister. The next thing we shall
have will be Despeissis rissoles. They say
we want an expert on tropical agriculture,
We already have quite a number of experts
in the Agricultural Department. We have
an expert on irrigation, and I think that
there are fully two or three acres under
irrigntion. YWe have an assistant to the
expert on irrigation,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He is at Carnarvon
looking for water in the river and cannot
find it.

My. UTNDERWOOD: He is not. He ia in
Perth now. If advice is wanted there are
men in the service who can give it. But no,
that wiil not do for the North-West Depart-
ment; it wounld lower the status of that De-
partment. YWhat they want is a big man,
one on whom they ean spend £1,200 or
£1,500 a yvear. There should be no shortage
of agrienltural experts. We have had a
Chair of Agriculture at the University for
the last ten years, and Professor Murdoch
tells us that all we have to do is to get
the University in good order to turn out
experts.

Hon, P. Collier: To clean up kerosene tins.

[3Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

Mr, UNDERWOOD: To clean wp the
Legislative Couneil, to clean up this House,
and to elean up everything which requires
the services of experts, What has become of
all the young fellows who were turned out
from the Universitv? Are they not available
now? It would not add to the dignity of
the Xorth-West Department to have one of
these; they must have one from outside. Om
the subject of irrigation, the Governor’s
Speceh mentions that 70 blocks have been
soldl at Carnarvon, and that mere are re-
quired. T do not care to condemn any place,
but with regard to Carnarvon I wish to say
that the proposition taken in hand is a very
doubtful one. Ti this Honge I have listened
to varions hon. members, who have repre-
sented that distriet, talk about the growth of
peanuts and bananas there, but when it
comes to the real proposition T can assure
the House that the water at Carnarven, both
in regard to supply aund quality, is very
doubttul. There are a few settlers there at
the present time, and I advisc the Government
to give them every possible assistance to see
whether it is possible for them to win through.
But until they have proved succesaful not
another sixpence should be gpent on irriga-
tion at Carnarvon. I have always held that
the Government should not spend monep
without first getting advice, but when I read
what Mr. Neville had to say, that there was
any quantity of water in the river at Car-
narvon for irrigation purposes, I can only
reply that, while Mr. Neville is a very good
officer, aud is able te deal with those things
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he knows something about, what he knows
:about water supply can be summed up in the
one word ‘‘nothing.’’ When I see that 70
blocks have been seld and tiat it is proposed
t) send returned soldiers there at a cost of
£625 per man, 1 regard it as my duty to
warn the House and Ministers. There are
other departments I am not so well able to
-criticise. T kmow that there are confusion and
overlapping in regard to group settlement
and settlement on the land generally, work
which is controlled by five or six departments,
each of which is interfering with the other.
"The member for Collie (Mr. Wilson) will
probably deal with that question or some
phase of it, on the motion of which he has
given notice, He is asking for the appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission and 1 am pre-
yared to say that he will not put up a case
for a Royal Commission; what he will do
will be to condemn the Administration, We
are becoming guite wsed to this multiplicity
of departments and we are accepting it as
something that is quite right. For instance,
I notice that the member for Gascoyne (M.
Angelo) recently wrote to the ‘‘Sunday
Times’’ and seriously suggested that the
North-West Department, acting in conjune-
tion with the Tourist Department, should
confer with the State Shipping Department
with a view to inaugurating cheap exeursion
fures to enable amateunr fishermen to go to
~Carnarvon,

Mr. Aungelo: All good for trade.

Hon., P, Collier: It is not good for the
State. Some attention might be given to that
"Tourist Department.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The hon. member is
quite vight in that. Is it not work that
shoul? be done in the Railway Department?

Hen. P. Collier: They are making a hash
-of what they already have to do. Have you
seen the advertisement in the dining car?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes. If one were
looking for curios he ought to go and have
a look at those. Tn regard to the overlap-
ping of departments, the ‘‘Sunday Times®’
says—

" Tt is generally admitted that the depart-

waental expendifure has been cut down to

the irreducible minimum, unless wholesale
retrenchment is to be introduced. This,
however, shonitd he aveided if possible,
owing to the effeet it wonld have on the
commereial world, and that there will be no
ability to absorb the retrenched men, who
would go to swell the unemployed.
Are we to keep men there because, if re-
trenched, they wounld swell the unemployed,
or should we not put them out on group set-
tlements? Tt is not only the money we are
needlessly paying, but it is that, with a multi-
plicity of officers, the work is not so well
-done. The axiom, ‘‘Too many eooks spoil
the broth,’’ iz mot quite so applicable to
anything clse in life as it is to a publie
service.  We are not only wasting money,
but we are girving bad service. Yet the
““‘Sunday Times’’ says it would affect the
commercial world, and that we would have
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no ability to absorb them. B0 mueh for the
cxpenditure side. How do the Government
propose to make it up? By taxation. The
Federal Government o the same, All the
waste and inefliciency has to be paid for by
taxation, not only direct taxation but taxa-
tion by railway freights, harbour dues and
other imposts. This taxation is materially
retarding the development of the State, and
is a big factor in maintaining the high ecost
of commedities. The Government have not
introduced any Bill which is not a taxation
meastire, an ageney for collecting tnxation.
Take the Licensing Bill. Its failure to pass
the House actually upset the Premier’s esti-
mates of revenue and expenditure. Then
there is the Machinery Tnspection Act, purely
a taxing measore.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt iz payment for ser-
viees,

My, UNDERWOOD: 1t is certainly a vexa-
tious Ae¢t, The number of accidents that
have occurred in machinery are not & small
pereentage of those whieh result from care-
lessness in getting in the way of wmotar-cars
and other vehicles, or from driving horses, or
from falling down. Yet we must have a
tax-gathering Bill to apply to machinery.

Practically the whole of that tax will
be expended on a battalion of inspee-
tors. This i8 suggested by the very

regulations framed for the examination of
these inspectors. All those non-producers
will be well paid for looking after the poor
unfortunate producer who is using a 2-horse
power oil engine. It is cur duty, not only
te balance the ledger but, if we are to render
the State prosperous, alse to redude our taxa-
tion and our cost of government. Sir Henry
Barwell, of South Australia, and others, have
been declaring that wages must come down.
I am prepared to say that wages will not
come down until the cost of commodities
comes down., While the Government are im-
posing vexatious taxation and keeping a
herde of unnecessary and useless public ser-
vants, those costs cannot come down, It is
absurd for Barwell to talk about wages com-
ing down, The wages men are not going to
carry the whole of the burden; others will
have to do their bit. Exeessive costs of com-
modities have closed down cur metal mines,
with the result that we are losing revenue on
the railways and other services. The ouly
means of getting those mines working again
is to reduce our costs, and we cannot do that
while we have Ministers wasting money and
collceting taxation, direet and indirect. We
must have economy in administration. We
must have Ministers prepared to face the
Jrroposition for redueing, and even cutting
out, useless expenditure. The whole of our
debts have to be paid by the primary pro-
ducers, including miners, woolgrowers, meat
growers, shearers, gardeners, and others.
Those «debts must bhe paid hy exportation,
amd the strugpling primary producers must
be relieved of those excessive costs.  They
can only he relieved hy the Gevernment cut-
ting down expenditure, eutting dowm taxa-
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tion, and therchy giving a start to the re.
duction of the prices of general commodities,

fThe Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr, ANGELOQ (Gascoyne) [6.10]: I desire
to welcome our Premier home again and to
thank him for the good work he aceomplished
in England, and for his ahle representation
of this Btate in the Motherland. He must
have made a good impression at Howe. MHis
ontstanding honesty and optimism must have
had a verv good effect, especially among the
finaneiers, to whom we have to look for the
development of this hoge State. The ehief
business of this session, and indeed for the
next five years, will be the carrying out of
the immigration scheme n ade possible by the
Premier's visit to the Old Lund. The success
of that acheme will depend almost wholly on
its administration here in Western Australia.
If the scheme is not well ardministered it will
be a very serious thing for the State. The
sehente will mean one of two things: either
by its suecessful administration we shall be
able to get out of our financial difficulties,
and in a few years square the ledger, or, if
the scheme be not well administered, we shall
get into so deplorable a condition that the
State will have to acknowledge that it is
bankrupt, and be taken over by the Federal
Government. Two years ago the North-West
members approached the Government and
pointed to the necessity for populating the
North, showing what a menace the empty
North was to the Empire, and urging the
Government to draw the attention of the Tm-
perial Governwent to the position, with a
view to obtaining without interest a large
sum of money for the development of the
North. We now find that that poliey has
been adopted; but, instead of any of the
money being spent in the North-West, it is
all to be spent in the South-West.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

Mr, ANGELO: Before tea I was directing
attention to the faet that nearly two years
agoe the North-West members advocated the
borrowing of monex for the development of
the North. We pointed out how important
it was from a defenec point of view to have
this part of the State, situated so close to
teeming millions of foreigners, properly de-
veloped and peopled in order that it might
no longer be one of the most vulnerable parts
of the British Empirc. The policy was
adopted by the Government. They secured no
less a sum than £6,000,000, but we now find
that the whole of this money is to be spent
in the South-West., The Government might
wel! have divided it on a 33 per cent. hasis,
two millions to be spent in the South-West,
two willions on the wheat areas, and at least
two millions in the North. The Speech deals
rather briefly with this matter., It states—

My advisers have long felt that not
only the material prosperity of Western

Australia, hut its*safety as a white State

in the Tmperial Commonwealth of Nations,
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depend npon a rapid increase of popula-
tion and prodnetion.

Which iz the more necessary—to populate
the Soonth-West situated something like 3,000
miles further ‘awuy from the great wenace
that exists in the North, or populate amd de-
velop the Novth, whieh is only about 2§ days’
sail from these teeming millions of foreigners?
At from 21 to seven days’ sail of the North-
West there are nearly a thousond millious of
people, increasing at n rate per annum greater
than the population of the whole of Aus-
tralia. It the Government intend to give due
consideration to this problem, and populate
this State as a measure of safety, the North-
West should certainly receive n share, if not
the greater share, of their attention. We are
all very pleased that the Premier suceeeded
in reaching an agreement with the [mperial
and the (ommonwealth Governments, hut T
hope that the Premier and members of this
House will not lose sight of the faet that
neither the Tmperial Govermuent nor the
Commonwealth Government is giving very
much away. 1 am perfectly satisfied that Mr,
Hughes, before agreeing to anything in the
nature of a concession, tock jolly good eare
to ensure that he would get a quid pro quo.
T think he vealises that under this agreement
the Federal Government are going to score
very materially, if not during the five vears
in which the agreement will operate, then
immediately afterwards. The Tederal Gaov-
ernment have agreed to pay one-third of the
interest during the five years which, accord-
ing to my calculation, works ount at £480,000,
The per capita grant of 238 will ndd another
£281,000, making a total of £761,000. Rut
the Fedeval Government colleet from every
man, woman and child throughout the whole
of Australia a sum of £5 1¥s. per bead for
Customs duties atone, not taking into consid-
eration any dircct taxation whatsoever.
Western Australin, being a consuming State,
is considered to pay at least 10s. to 15s. ex-
tra but, for the sake of easy caleulation, I
have estimated that the Commonwealth will
collect £6 per head from the new settlers.
During the five years’ currcney of the ngree-
ment, this will represent £1,800,000 as against
the £761,000 which the Comunenwealth Gov-
ernment will give to the State in the way of
interest and per eapita grant. We are told
that the Commonwealth Government are go-
ing to pay the fareg of the people who are
coming out to this State, amounting to about
£1,200,000, During the five years' currency
of the agreement, therefore, the Federal Gov-
ernment will obtain from these new people
alone a sum equivalent to the whole of their
expenditure by way of interest, the per
capita grant and boat fares. And after
that, what will happen? The lability of the
Commonwealth will cease and Western Aus-
tralia must earry the baby, TFrom that time
on, the Federal Government will get £450,000,
if not more, every year by way of Customs
taxation alone from these people. We know
that it will not be mecessary to largely in-
crease the Customs staff in order to eollect
fhis e¢xtrn  revenue, so  that if there:
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is no profit to the Federal Govern- 40 send Home a doctor to undertake this
ment for the first five years, there work. A doctor with a knowledge of the

will thereafter be a profit of something like
half a million a year going into the coffers
of the Federal Governnent from the very
people they have assisted us to secure,
Therefore, we have not very much to thank
the Federal Government for in helping us
to get these immigrants. The British Gov-
ernment, on the other hand, bhave to pay
enormous sums of money every year to cope
with their unemployed difficulty.

Hon. W, C. Angwin; You must remember
that these people comtribute towards it.

Mr. ANGELO: Quite so, but it is gool
business for the Imperial Government and
for the people of Britain to send emigrants
to dominions under their own flag and thus
relieve themselves of this huge responsi-
bility. The Premier said that the 75,000
immigrants contemplated would be only a
small instalment, and that he hoped to see
many more inatalments of 75,000 coming fo
Western Australia. I trust that when
future arrangements are made, the advant-
ages thus accruing to the Imperial Govern-
ment and to the Comnonwealth Goverament
will not be overlooked. I hope to see more than
75,000 people coming out to settle im this
State. We have five years in which to settle
6,000 people on farms, and the Premier has
told vs he intends to expend about three
millions of money on them and about three
niillions on the Wheat Belt. If this money
is spent on the Wheat Belt, some of it
ghould he coming back to the Treasury be-
fore the whole of the 6,000 farms have been
settled, so, this appears to be rather good
business. Tf we can develop the Wheat
Belt almost immediately, then by the time
the last of the bateh of settlera arrives here,
some of the money advanced should be flow-
ing back to the Treasury. From the experi-
ence of recent vears, it does not take long
for a farmer to get a handsome return, Let
us hope that these conditions will continue,
T am not one who imagines that six millions
of money will be sufficicnt. Up to the
present we bave been borrowing money at
the rate of two millions a year, and I think
it will be necessary to continue to borrow
at this rate. We cannot stop development
in other directions while we spend the six
millions of monev. T feel certain that mueh
greater expenditure will be involved and
that we shall have tu look forwnrd tn ia.
ercasing our indebtedness by something like
15 or 16 millions before the five years have
expired. Regarding the inspection of emi-
grants, I noticed in the ‘‘British Medical
Journal’’ a complaint that the doctors are
allowed only 4s. a head for examining these
peaple, and it states that a Jemand of 10s,
6d. per head will be made for this work.
We cannot expect very much from a doetor
in the way of a certificate of health or
physical fitness for 4s.

Mr. Clydesdale: He has only to interview
them, not examine them,

Mr. ANGELO: Quite so, but I think it
wonld be good business for the Government

conditions and climate of Western Australia
would be in a far better position to judge
of the class of people we require thas would
a doctor at Home.

Mr, Davies: Australian {doctors are ex-
amining them now.

Mr. ANGELO: If the Goveroment sent
Home a doctor at a salary of about £1,500
a year and be examined 25,000 emigrants,
even at 23, 6d. a head the cost would be
£3,250.

Mr. JJ. H. Smith: Nationalise the profes-
sion.

Mr. ANGELO: It iz not a matter of
nationalising the profession. It is merely
a matter of having our own medical man
attached to the Agent General’s staff in
order to save a big sum of money. Allow-
ing 4s. per head for the examination of
25,000 people, the eost would be £5,000. We
ought to be able to get a good man for
£1,500 a year and under this system, apart
from the saving, we would be assured of
a proper selection of suitable people. There
is onc matter connected with the adminis-
tration of the scheme we must take into ser-
ions consideration., When =a business is
started with a capital of half a imillion it is
wsual to appoint an efficient manager to look
after it, and that manager is usually paid
an excellent salary. We have bofore us a
scheme involving the expenditure of six mil-
lions. The wise administration and proper
carrying out of that scheme must greatly
affect the position of the State from a finan-
cial point of view. We may lose our sover-
eign rights and be absorbed by the Federal
Government unless this State, and the scheme
especially, are administered in a proper man-
ner, This House should take into consid-
eration the advisability of providing our Min-
isters with more assistance. Queensland,
New Sonth Wales, and Victoria represent the
eastern third of Anstralia and Western Aus-
tralia represents the western third. The
facilities for travel in those three Btates are
better than they are here, and yet Queensland
has nine Ministers, New South Wales 12, and
Victoria also 9. There are thus 30 State Min-
isters found te be necessary in those Btates
to govern the eastern third of the Common-
wealth, whereas in Western Aunstralia we
only have six. In addition there are 12 Fed-
eral Ministers who spend nearly all their
time in the more populeus States. Ministers
are expected to atiend numerons eeremonial
functions such as the opening of halls and
the like, and all that work is thrown upon
cur six Ministers.

Mr. Simons: Why not a Minister for fune-
tions and junketing?

Mr. Lufey: Why not a travelling Minis-
terd

Mr. ANGELQ: Our Ministers are twitted
in the Press with doing too much travelling
about the State, but on the other hand, they
are constantly receiving complaints from
local anthorities and others in different parts
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of the State that they are not deing their
worle because they never visit those parts.

Mr. Lutey: Why not appoint a travelling
Minister?

Mr. ANGELO: XNot at all. The work
should be divided so that Dinisters can
get about the State and so understand the
conditions that exist there. Another place has
had to go into recess because the Leader of
that Housec has been obliged to visit the
Eastern States. The Minister for Education
not only has to lead the Legislative Couneil,
but has to make himself conversant with
every Bill submitted to that Chamber. He
must know a great deal about the finances of
the State to answer questions on that subject,
and in addition is called upon to administer
three of the most important spending depart-
ments of State, namely, Justice, Education,
and the North-West. Even if it cost a little
more it wonld be of advantage to the State
to give Mr. Colebateh another Minister in
that House. The adjournments that would
be saved in the Legislative Council wounld
soon more than aceount for the salary of an
extra Minister.

[Mr. Piesse took the Chair.)

Hon, W. C. Angwin: A year’s adjourn-
ment there would not make much difference.

Mr. ANGELO: If the cxtra Minister took
_over the Departments of Education and Jus-
tice, and left to Mr. Colebateh the control of
the North-West, we should get much better
results. In this House we find the Colonial
Seeretary lhas been ordered a rest of some
weeks.

Hgn. P. Collier: That is because you people
bave worried him so.

Mr, Simons: It is the conference,

Mr. ANGELQO: Ministers have their noses
s0 constantly on the grindstone, both in their
offices and in Parlinment, that their health
sometimes suffers.

Mr. Simons: It is because they have been
squeezed by the outside juntas.

Mr. ANGELO: The juntas have not started
to put on any pressure yet. It is neeessary
to have another Minisfer in this House, One
man is required to control the immigration
scheme alone. We are going to spend six
million pounds in developing the State, and
it is intended to add this duty to the present
duties of one Minister. We have no Minister
representing the metropolitan aren, and, if
an additional Minister is appointed, I should
like to see a mefropolitan member placed in
the position. The future of the State ia in
the balance, If possible I should like to see
party politics set aside. T should also like
to see one of the members of the Opposition
aggisting the Government, During the war it
wonld have been a jolly good thing for the
State if the Leader of the Opposition and an-
othér member of his team could have been
indneed to assist the Government.

Mr. Corboy: The Leader of the Opposition
may have to keep the Government in office
after next week.
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My, ANGELOQ: The invitation was extended
te them but not accepted. Failing that I
should like to see national labour representa-
tives in Cabinet, that is, another Minister in
the Upper House and one in this Chamber.
It is necessary that we should have two addi-
tional Ministers, No doubt the extra expense
will be objected to. What does an extra
£2,000 a year mean against what we are
likely to lose if the immigration scheme is
not properly administered and every little de-
tail scrutinised? The work cannot be
efficiently done by o team of six men. The
Government have to administer and develop
not only the whole of the South-West of this
State but the vast territory of the North-
West as well. T hope the idea will appeal to
members and that we shall hear their views
upon it. T have been surprised during the
last few days to learn from one or two ex-
Imperial soldiers that they have been refused
assistance by the Government, mot only
through the soldier settlement scheme, but
that they have been told that they caunot
participate in any scheme in connection with
the settlement of soldiers on the lamd. I
hope that is not so.

Mr, Mann: Why were they refused?

Mr. ANGELO: They told me they were
informed that the scheme was not for them,
The soldier settlement scheme aunthorities en-
dorsed that statement and said it was only
for Australian soldiers. This is a guestion
that should be gone into. If we are to use
Imperial money we must not turmm down Im-
perial soldiers, provided everything else is in
their favour. I do not want to see men, who
are not fitted, settled on farms in this way,
but evervthing else being in order they should
have extended to them the same faeilities
and assistance that have been meted out to
our own people. The member for Pilbara (Mr.
Underwood) rather made fun of the invita-
tion that was extended Dby the Premier to the
Leader of the Opposition to visit England.
T ecannot ondorse his attitude, and am of
opinjon that the Premier did quite right.
Last session the Leader of the Opposition and
many of his followers herc promised to help
the Premier to place the State in a better
finaneial position and aszist him in developing
it. What else could the Premier be expected

. to do than answer such an invitation by in-

viting the Leader of the Opposition to pro-
ceed to England to assist him in his great
scheme,

Mr. Corhoy: Not to proceed with him, but
to follow after him, and commit himself to
what the Premier had done.

Mr. ANGELO: T am sure that did not
enter into the mind of the Premier. What
he wanted to do was to impress the people
there with the faet that he had the Opposi-
tion in this Parliament with him, and that
all parties and sections of the State agreed
it was mnecessary to develop tbis State and
people it with a white race. I am glad to
see in the Speech this year that we have a
louger reference to the North-West. Four
years age it was mentioned in four lines, in
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the following syear in five lines, and last vear
in seven lines, amnd now there are four para-
graphs devoted to it.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: That eost £13,000.

Mr. ANGELO: The printing?

Hon, W, C. Angwin: No, the report.

Mr. ANGELO: The member for Pilbara
somewhat belittled the North-West Depart.
ment. This was formed above five years ago,
and the hon, member was its first Minister.
He then had an opportunity of doing a great
deal more than lhe did. During the last 1N
months, whilst the department has been in
the hands of My, Colebateh, the North-West
has heen bronght into greater prominence not
only here, but hefore the outside werld, I
agree with the member for Pilbara that the
Department is trying to take over fune-
tions which it was never intended it
shoulil take over. We understood the de-
partment was created with the object of
ascertaining  how development should take
place, and generally supervising the activities
of the variows other Government departments
operating in the North-West. I regret to
find it 18 now absorbing the funections of
these other departments, which s not good
government. Tublic Werks officials  who
were engaged in the North-West have been
transferred from that department to the
North-West department. 1 am sure .none
of the members representing the North-West
contemplated such a departure. Ewven read
boards have been taken from the contrel of
the Minister for Works and put under the
conirol of this new department.

The Minister for Works: Could you have
two authoritics in the same place?

My, ANGELO: [ thought it was intended
that the department should make full in-
quiries as to whether a certain job was re-
quired and satisfy the Government that it
was neeessary, the job then being handed
over to the department concerned to carry
ont. If, for instance, a new school was re-
gunired the department would asceriain the
facts of the position, and if recommended the
Publie Works Departmeat would ereet the
building and the Edueation Department pro-
vide the teacher. But I am afraid that with
those two authorities, as suggested by the
Minister for Works, there is a great deal of
overlapping. In the matter of selection of
land, applicants who write to the North-
West Department find that they are deprived
of land because they have not written to the
Lands Department, and those who write to
the Lands Department find that the matter
has been dealt with by the North-West De-
partment. However, the position ean be
rectified, Members representing the North-
West should be called to a conference with
the Minister on the subject. The member for
Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) referred to closer
scttlement on the Gascoyne, saying that it ia
doubtful whether there is sufficient water
and doubtfn] whether the quality of the
water is what it should be. Some years ago
Mr. Despeissis was sent by the Government
to report on the advisablehess of closer set-
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tiement in the North-West, and with regard
to water supplies he said—

Dinring my trip I collected a number ol
saples of weli water for analysis, in or-
der to ascertain their value for irrigation
or watering purposes. Whereas stock, and
particularly sheep, can drink water fairly
heavily charged with salt, viz., 300 grains
per gzallen, plants require fresher water;
and it would be umsafe to use continuously
and extensively for purposes of irrigation
water containing more than 70 grains of
salt to the gallon.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

He took away about 100 samples of water
and had them analysed. At the very place
where settlement i8 now taking place there
were then severa]l wells. Four of them are
situated on the eastern, nerthern, and sonth-
ern boundaries of the settlement. Annlysis
shows that the town supply contains only
13.39 yrains of salt to the gallon. The-
well on the north of the settlement is ghown
to contain only 8.66 grains to the gallon.
The well an the western boundary containg
12,36, At Brickhouse Station the well is
shown hy analysis to contain only 24.09-
graing of solt to the gallen. So that all
these sources of supply are well within the
limit Mr. Despeissis suggests as water fit
tor irrigation. The member for Pilbara
cays that there have been about 70 blocks
sold. That is not quite right, hecausc some-
dozen or 20 of these blotks are away from
the river {rontage and at my suggeation the
Lands DLepi rtment have Fept them back from
sale. ¥ am firmly of opinion that any water-
dvawn  for irrigation purposes shonld be
drawa from the river itself, which we know
contains fresh water fit for irrigation. Only
53 hlocks have actually been sold, and as a
man and his wife are allowed to take two.
blocks between them, it mecans that we have-
nbout 30 gettlers on the estate at the present
time. A few additional blocks have lately
been cut up, but these are required for 2
syndicnte of banana growers, who arc com-
ing from Queenstand. They have taken up-
this land and will start bunana growing on
it. They have visited the locality, and sel-
ected these blocks. Having made full in-
quiries as to the conditions, they think, and
rightly so, that the conditions are thoroughly-
good and suitable for the purposes to which
the land is to be applied. These growers.
are selling out at Cairns, owing te the high
freight on bananas from Cairns to Sydney.
They bave been starved out of their market
by the banana growers around DBrishane,
from which city the freight to Sydney is
much cheaper.  Further, I would like to
say that the Government are assisting
only threc of these settlers, three returned
soldiers. (iovernment assistance is not to be
extended any further, These three settlers
are to do the experimental work, Al the
other settlers are finding their own ecapital
te carry on their operations. Out of the
three returned secldiers twe are men who were:



[8 Aueust, 1022.]

‘bortt up there and know the conditions and
dove decided to make the Gascoyne their
future homz. On the question of water, 1
am with the member for Pilbara (Mr. Under-
wood) and the member for North-East Fre-
‘mantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin} in the opinion
that it is necessary to cXereise caution. [
eongider that there is abundanee of water on
the spot to irrigate a large number of blocks.
The river is about three-quarters of a mile
‘wide, and has a 60ft. depth of sand, proving
-that there i3 a subteranncan flow of water,
:a flow whieh is never exhausted. At one
period the river did mot run for five years,
.and still the water fell only 18 inches. T
"have mentioned these various matters only by
way of reply to the member for Pilbara. At
‘my suggestion, which was approved by the
‘Colonial Seccretary, who was on the trip, no
further settlers are to be placed in that loecal-
ity until it has been proved that those who
-are now there have made good, and that there
‘is abundance of water for them and for ad-
ditional settlers, The member for Pilbara
seems to belittle the idea of getting a tropi-
-eal expert for the North-West. [For ny part
T would rather see a tropieal expert there
than a Minister, or a Commissioner, and all
‘the other officers. Without the assistance of
tropical experts—we ought to have several—
it will not be possible to do muech good vp
there in the way of land settlement. T know
of instances in which large amounts of moncy
“have been spent on settlement in the North-
West, and in some cases lost becanse the
people concerned did not know what to grow
or how to grow it. It is up to the Govern-
ment to see that assistanee is granted in the
shape of advice from men who know what
should be grown and how to grow it. Just
look at the number of experts we have in the
‘South. As the member for Pilbara pointed
-gut, we have two irrigation experts down
here; and how many acres of irripation are
‘there in the South-West? For the North-
Waest, where there are possibilities of large
development as rvegards irrigation, we have
suggested the appointment of a tropical ex-
pert without result for the last four years.
I repeat, it is neeessary that not one but
‘several tropical experts should be appointed.
T desire to compliment the member for Roe-
beurne (Mr. Teesdale) on the steps he has
‘taken to secure a man with a knowledge of
tropical agricutture to come here and see for
"himself what ean be done. There is another
matter whieh T have suggesied in this House
geveral times, and wish to suggest agnin. It
“has frequently been pointed out in the Press
by people who have visited the North that up
there avenues of development exist in the
way of closer settlement. But we have not
in this Stnte an engineer who knows any-
thing alout the eonserving of water in dry
rivers, Now, in India of late years, tens of
millions of acres of what was originally
desert have been converted into verdant pro-
vinces simply by the knowledge and experi-
-ence of engineers who have been engaged in
this kind of work for a comsiderable time.
T again urge onr Government to commmnieate
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with the Indian authorities and request the
loan of ome of these engincers for six or
twelve months,

Mr. Davies: What does the Commissioner
for the North-West say about it?

Mr, ANGELO: The matter has been put
to him time after time, but so far nothing
has resulted from cur suggestions. The Govw-
ernment say, ‘‘Look at the expense.’” But
I feel sure that the expensc would be very
little. indeed. For my part I feel, perfectly
gure that if a request of this kind were made
by the Western Australian Government to the
Indian authorities they would send the en-
gineer aiong and charge nothing. Even if
we hal to pay the engineer’s fare, what
would it mean? We have all heard of this
marvellous Millstream, An engineer who
nrderstood his work might be able to turn
that distriet iato a great province. And
there is not only the Gascoyne, but also the
Ashburton, the Fiteroy, the De Grey and

many other rivers further mnorth., All
those districts are waiting development
by somebody who knows the job, But

T am afraid that we have not at the
present time in Western Aunstralia a man
to tell us how those places should be
developed. I am glad to learn from the Gov-
ernor’s Speech that a jetty is about to be
construeted at Beaden Point. The Onslow
district has been sadly neglected in the past,
and one of the firat works which ought to he
earried out is certainly the construction of
that jetty. Here T wish again to suggest
that careful investigation he made as to how
the jetty should be built. The jetty at Car-
narvon, where the teredo is not so bad as it
iy further north, is a constant source of ex-
pense to the State. It is necessary to replace
piles in it at nearly all times of the year.
Almost as soon as the engineers get from one
end of the jetty to the other, they have to
go baek and start over again.

The Minister for Works: A considerable
portion of the Beadon jetty is conerete, and
the other piles will be sheathed with concrete.

Mr. ANGELO: T am glad to hear it. T
suppose the initial expense will he very mueh
greater, but there will not be the constantly
recurring expense to keep the structurce up.
Now I come to a matter of vital importance
to my district, and that is the construction of
the Carnarven-Killili railway. As appears
from the Press, this project has been turned
down by Mr. Tindale as net a payable con-
cern.  The following is the extent of the
report of the Engineer-in-Chief, Mr. Thomp-
son, on the same suhject:—

Mr. Tinudale’s report hereunder is sub-
mitted for the information of the Minister,

I am of opinion that finaneially the pro-

position is not justified.

Some three years ago, at the desire of the
pastoralists of the Gascoyne, T approached
the Government with a request that Mr. Tin-
dale should be sent to Carnarvon to inspect
the probable site of the ment works, and also
to frame an estimate of the cost of n works
capable of dealing with 150,000 sheep per
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annum, the estimate being required for sub-
mission to a wumber of graziers with a view
to the flotation of a company. Mr. Tindale
and Mr, Dalton both went, and the result of
the vieit was that they submitted a report,
estimating the cost of the works to be be-
tween £70,000 and £130,000-—only a margin
of 90 per cent. for safety. Not being satis-
fied with that, we obtained the opinion of an
expert freezing engineer.

Mr. Underwood: Not Dunkerley?

Mr. ANGELO: No. T am afraid the mem-
ber for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) is not con-
vergant with the facts. Tnstead of asking
for an estimate for works with a capaeity of
150,000 head, we asked for an estimate for
double the capacity. That is to say, we asked
for an estimate for double the size of the
works, estimates for which had been given by
Mr. Tindale. That gentleman gave us a
quotation of £35,000 for the job. Unfortun-
ately, we have had to imerease the works
sinee then and they have cost £90,000. That,
however, iz for three times the capacity of
the works, the estimate for which Mr. Tindale
gave as between £70,000 and £130,000.

The Minister for Works: What are you
trying to prove?

Mr. ANGELO: T am trying to prove that
Mr. Tindale’s estimates are unduly inflated,
and I ean prove that from his report.

Mr. Underwood: You cannot prove it.

Mr. ANGELO: Mr. Tindale says that this
line will eost £420,000 to build. Within the
last few days I have interviewed two or three
firms of contractors who have carried out
railway works, and they guaranteed that, if
the construction of the line were put up for
tender, they would submit a tender of under
£300,000. Ouc firm are prepared to put up
£7,000 required for the survey, provided they
are allowed to tender.

The Alinister for Works:
clude
Mr. ANGELO: It includes everything.
The Minister for Works: All right; you

should take it.

Mr, ANGELO: It does not include rolling
stoek,

Mr.

Does that in-

Underwood: It works out at abont
£3,000 a mile.

Mr. ANGELO: That is so. One of the
firms is prepared to put up the deposit to
provide for the survey, on condition that the
Government will earry on the work.

The Minigter for Works: You know what
rails will cost?

Mr. ANGELO: I have said what the firtu
is prepared to do.

Al'r, Davies: Would the line be of a standard
similar to the Government railways?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, like the Wongan Hills-
Mullewa railway.

The Minister for Agrieulture: That is, pro-
vided the Government will carry the baby.

Mr. ANGELO: T will refer to that aspeet
later on. Mr. Tindale says in his report—

The warranty for the raihway is bound
up in whether the line will pay interest on
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capital expended, or, should it drop short
in its ability to do this, whether the pros-
peets of successful settlement and expansion
are such as in the interests of the develop-
mental policy espoused by the Goverument
would justify expenditure entailed in con-
struction. The country which this proposed
railway would traverse does mot present
any great engineering difficulties from a
construction point of view; the route would
be as approximately delineated by red line
on litho. attached; the distance from C(ar-
narvon to the proposed terminus at Killilt
townsite via the proposed route is apprgzi-
nmately 105 miles. The country is sparsely
timbered, and for the most part pastoral
at present, although much of it offers com-
siderable promise of ultimately being used
for other production; evidence of its fer-
tility is given in the amount of cunltivation

—although limited at present—that has

been undertaken in the vicinity of Carnar-

von and at other points along the river
Now I eome to a part to which I particularly
desire to draw attention—

I append a statement showing probable
traffic and revemue. The figures in that
statement are based on freight at 1s. per
ton per mile, as suggested by. Mr., E, H,
Angelo, M.L.A,; in view, however, of the
position that the rates of the Railway De-
partment over the Port Hedland-Marble
Bar railway are fixed at 6d. per ton per
mile, I cannot seec how that department,
under wheose eontrol the new railway would
be operated, could sustain the rate of la.
per ton per mile, or one any higher than
that which obtains on the Port Hedland
line.

Mr. Underwood: Not more, T do not think
so, either.

Mr. ANGELO: I would ask the member
for Pilbara why Mr. Stead, who is acting as
a Royal Commissioner to report upon the
railways, has gone to Marhle Bar?

Mr. Underwood: Wby has he gone?

Mr. ANGELO: T think T can tell the hon.
member: he will report on the advisability of
taking up the railway there Dbecause it does
not pay.

The Minister for Works: That was advised
long ago.

AMr. ANGELO: Then we will find that the
people there will bz willing to offer 1s. per
ton per mile ratker than have the line torn
up.
p.\fr. TUnderwood: They will not offer that.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. ANGELO: The people in my electorate
arc perhaps more unfortunate, for they do
not have good roads, and they have to pay
from 1s. 6d. to 1s. 94. per ton to have their
goods taken te the port and out to their
stations.

Mr. Underwood interjected.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! T must
ask the member for Pilbara to keep order.

Mr. ANGELO: Tn discussing this matter
with the people at Carnarvon, I told them
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that they wonld have to be prepared to pay
18. per ton per mile until snch time as the
earnings of the railway warranted a redue-
tion in the rates. 1 told them that they could
not look for any relief until the freight earn-
ings were sufficient to cover interest, sinking
fund and working expenses. Mr. Tindale has
worked out the prospective earnings on the
basis of 6d., and also on the basis of 15, He
has made a mistake, for, instead of basing
hig figures on my estinate of 14,000 bales of
wool, he has quoted 12,000 bales, on which
basjs he has put down the freight to be car-
ried as 1,800 tons. Our bales are considerably
heavier than that; I suppose it is becanse the
wool is a little more carthy.
Mr. Underwoed: Tt is more sandy.

AMr. ANXGELO: Our bales average five to
the ton and we should have 2,300 tons to be
conveyed over the railway, instead of the
1,800 tons on which Mr. Tindale bases his
estimate. This is probably due to a clerical
error.

Mr. Mann:
train loads!

Mr, ANGELOQ: There are other items. On
a basis of 2,400 tons of wool at 1s. per ton
per mile, vnder Mr. Tindale’s estimate, it
would give £12,600. For skins and hides the
earnings would be £500—I am gunoting Mr,
Tindale’s estimate at 1s. per ton per mile—
statien stores, of which 1,000 tons would
probably be carried, £5,250; 200,000 sheep
at 1s. 6d., £135,000.
interesting to note that 2s. is paid on the
Port Hedland-Marble Bar railway over the
same distance.

Mr. Underwood: TIs that right?

Mr. AXGELO: Yes. Other items include:
mails, £150; passengers, £1,500; sandal-
wood, £1,575; firewood, £300; and wmiscel-
laneous consignments, £300. These give a
total estimated carning, aecording to Mr.
Tindale’s figures, of £37,375. On the other
side of the ledger, hasing the cost of the
railway on £300,000, at which fipure T am
porfectly certain we can get the line con-
strncted, the annual expenditure for interest
on that eapital, and on £22,000 for the sur-
vey and rolling stoek, would be £17,710. The
working expenses would be £12,000, aeeord-
ing to Mr. Tindale’s estimate, including pro-
vision for intcrest, depreeiation and so on,
making a total of £29,710. As against that,
the earnings, aecording to AMr, Tindale,
would be £37,375,

The Minister for Works:
operate for less.

Mr, AXGELO: I ami quoting Mr. Tin-
dale's figures,. He gives the working ex-
penses as £12,000, on the capital cost of
£300,000; the cost of survey £7,000; and the
eost of rolling stock £15,000. Interest on
£322.000 at 5% per cent. would total
£17,710. On these figures, a profit i3 shown
of £7,665 for the first year the line is oper-
ated. Yet Mr. Tindale regards the pro-
position as finaneially unsound! The seven
points I tried to make when T advocated the

That would provide only six

You eonld not

In that coaneetion, it s
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construetion of this line two years ago were
as follows:—

1, Tt will give improved facilities for’
the carringe of mails and passengers, not
only to the North-West but to the dis-
tricts adjacent thereto.

2, It will benefit stock owners in the
North-West, and what benefits stock own-
ers benefits the whole State,

3, It will reduce the cost of conveying
meat to the metropolitan market.

4, Tt would mean more wool, meat, skins,
tallow, and other products for export and
for loeal consumption, thus again bene-
fiting the State.

5, It will mean insurance against loss of
atock depasturing, not only in the Gas-
coyne distriet, but in other districts as
well.

6, The Dbuilding of the rilway will
mean n large increage to the State revenue
in land rents, and in land and income tax
and other taxes, in thc shape of payments
made by those directly benefited.

7, The railway will assist the develop-
ment of the mining industry.

The construction of this line would open up
about six million aeres, comprising country
which is at present carrying only a few head
of cattle. It is impossible to carry sheep
from sueh a distance to the port, but if the
line were construeted, that country wounld
earry sheep at the rate of about one to every
15 acres. I need not say any more regarding
the advantage of the line from the stand-
point of mining development, but I ask the
Government to give this matter serious con-
gideration. If we want to develop the North-
West, the ouly way by which this can he
achieved is by the c¢omstruction of spur lines
from the coast to the binterland. Such a
policy would open up vast areas of country
now unused. We must give facilities for the
railing of stock and produets to the port. T
think T ean prove that this line will be pay-
able from the very inception.

Mr. Lambert: At 1s. per ton per mile?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, we are paying up to
1s. 9d. now.

Mr. Lambert:
all through?

Mr. ANGELO: Had the hon, wmember
Dheen here, he would have heard the-figures
T reaidl.

Mr. Lambert: T
bheen asleep by now.

Mr. AXGELO: T was plad to note that
the Minister for the North-West said that
he was in favour of hbuilding workers’
homes, not only in the South-West tut in
the North-West.

Mr.: Teesdale: He will not give vy some
schaol forms worth about a ‘‘temner,’’ al-
though we have heen trying to get them for
months past.

Mr. ANGELO: A long time ago I
brought down applications for 22 workers’
homes at Carnarven, but we have not got
one yet. I hope that what we are promised
in that direction by the Minister will speedily
come to pass. Regarding the development of

What are you paying now

would probably have
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the State, I compliment the Minister for Agri-
culture on his administration, beeause there is
1o doubt that ke has been doing a great deal
of good work since he has been in officc——

Mr. Lambert: XNow, what are you going
to ask for?

Mr. ANGELO: I am afraid that the
AMinister’s viewpoint scems to be more in the
dircetion of wheat and the preducts of the
Bouth-West than clsewhere. I think we
should endeavour to increase our cattle and
gheep in the North-West. Recently we had
a report from Mr. Easton, a surveyor, who
verified what has already been s{ated in this
Chamber, that there are tens of millions of
aeres of well watered and well grassed coun-
iry between Wyndham and Derby, which
await development. We will never get peo-
ple to go there unless we can give them
A jumping off point, The Government
shonld consider the advisability of opening
up a port between Wyndham and Derby.
The late Lord Forrest sent an expedition to
Wyndham and established  head-quarters
there; and so that vast, wealthy provinee was
developed. The Government ought to send
up an expedition consisting of 100 or 200
mern ready to embark on the cattle-raising
industry. A new port would be opened from
which they could work out, at first in grounps,
until the danger from natives was overcome.
The State ought to be able to ecarry four
times the number of sheep it is carrving to-
day, namely, about seven millions. The ques-
tion of reducing the area of stations has
often been discussed. I de not believe in
repudiation. No Government should deprive
a man of his rights under hiz lease. But I
would be prepared to support an amendment
of the Land Aet by the insertion of a pro-
vision that any person with a station to sell
should first of all give the Government an
option of purchase. The Government could
have the property surveyed and subdivided
into four or even six stations. The Premier
has urged that ouwr acreage under fruit and
vines should be vastly increased. Before we
enn @o that, it is hecessary to see that the
English consumers are supplied with better
guality fruit than is being seni to them at
present. Here is a letter received last week
from a firm of brokers at Home—

We' are sorry to say the market is quite
sick, which has heen mainly brought about
by the poor condition of the fruit recently
arrived. Tt is up to your Agrienltural
Department to endeavour to ascertain the
cause of the fruit turuing owvt in such poeor
condition this season, a econdition which
has never been experienced in previous sea-
sons. We canuot understand it. To all out-
ward appearance the fruit is sound, but on
being cut open the interior is foand to he
brown, and in some cases absolutely rotten
round the core. We fear very mueh that
this season is going to finish up very badly.

Here is a letter from another English firm
of fruit hrokers—

We must say that, taking the season as a
whole, the fruit from Western Australin has
not beer landed in good eondition. Some
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of the earlier boats were in fair cendition,
but the later boats were not in good con-
dition, Jomathans being particularly bad.
In addition to this, bitter pit has been
very prevalent throughout the season and
this, of course, has operated against high
prices.
fsome of ibe returns from earlier shipmenta
reached 19s., 20s., and 21s. per case, but those
from the last shipment have Leen only about
11s. If we are going to increase our fruit
area, it will be necessary to see that the
people at Home are not supplied with froit
m such bad econdition.
AMr, Lambert: 1t is on account of the re-
frigeration.

MMr. ANGELO: The bitter pit is not dus
to refrigeration, nor is the brown rotten
centre.  The Government ought to serionsly
vonsider the erection of cool storage at Bun-
buny and Fremantle ns part and parcel of
the harbour facilities.

Hon, W, . Angwin: Only to-day your
boss advised yon against State trading con-
cerns,

Mr. ANGELO: This is not a State trad-
ing concern. Surely the hon, member does
not consider that the whavf sheds and elee-
tric eranes on the Fremantle pier arve trad-
ing concerns! They are Goverament utilities,
harbour facilities.

Mr, Lambert: Are they run by private en-

terprise?
" Mr. ANGELO: We must have them there,
and so too we ought to have cool storage
facilities, right on the harbour. It is of no
use having the Fremantle meat works with-
out having cool storage facilities on the
wharf. [If we had such facilities, when a
ship or train eame in, the fruit could be taken
right into the cool chamber and from there
passed into the ship’s hold. Without such
facilitics we cannot compete with other coun-
tries. T am sorry 1 caunot suggest any very
drastic alteration in the State’s finances.
The Leader of the Opposition pointed out
that the Country Party in the TFederal Par-
liament had sueceeded in saving about two
millzon pounds last year., But they have
something to werk upon, whereas we have
uothing, What chance have we of making
these big savings? Possibly some hon. mem-
bers are not aware of the small amount of
taxation this State rveceives in comparison
with what is reeeived by the Pederal Govern-
ment. Bvery man, woman and child in West-
ern Australa pays an average of £12 18s.
114, per head in taxation, Of this amount
the State receives £3 6s. 1d., whereas the
Commonwealth receives, in direet taxation
£3 15s. 104, and in indirect taxation £5
17s., making a total of £9 18s, 104.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: But we get also £1
s, of the balance.

Mr. ANGELO: That is so. 3till we get
nothing in comparison with what the Fed-
eral uutherities get, notwithstanding which
we arc expected to carry great spending de-
partments, such as those of Edueation and
of Charities.
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My, Lutey: We have to pay our share of
Federal war expenditure,

Mr, ANGELO: Bet this has heen going
on sinee long before the war. Moreover, the
contributions from Federal revenune towards
the war are not very great as yet; it has all
bren done out of loan. [‘requently complaints
are heard that we arve heavily taxed. But
against the £12 18s. 11d. per head in this
State, in New Zealand it is £18 12s. 12, and
in the United Kingdom £24 2s. Gd. As show-
ing what we have to suffer in the collection
of taxes, ] might state that for the 18 years
endeil June, 1919, the Commonwealth col-
lected per head of population, in New South
Wales, £ 7s. 11d.; in Vietoria, 51 3s. 10d.;
in Queensland, £50 1s.; in South Australia,
£51 19s. 7d.; in Tasmania, £42 123, 9d.; and
in Woestern Australia, £75 155, 8d. People
do not realise what we have suffered through
the eollection  of  Cnmimonwealth taxation.
We have had to go slow with State taxation,
because of the enorn.ous taxation imposed on
us hy the Commonwenlth (Government. Yet
if we were to refrain from impesing on our
own prople any particular taxation, the Iled-
eral Government would at once jump in and
take it for themselves.

Alr, Mann: What is the Federal Conven-
tion seleet ecommitee doing about it?

AMr, ANGELO: That committee was ap-
pointed to preparc a ease for the promised
eonvention, but immediately the Federal Gov-
ernment heard that we and South Australia
and Tasmania were preparing our cases, seme
exeuse was made, and the convention tloated
inte thin air. However, we have been pre-
jaring 2 case, with the assistance of Mr.
Owen as financial adviser., His report will
shortly be printed, and I feel sure the House
will consider that the appointment of the
Commission and the granting of the scrvices
of Mr. Oweu as financial adviser were weil
worth while, The report will be useful on
account of the approaching Federal elections.
In the coming election campaign, the whole
of the pecple of the State should do their
utmost te return men out for Western Aus:
tralia and for Weatern Australia only. T
would like to see a Nationalist, a Country
Party man, and a Labour man selected for
the Scnnte. Let us all work together to secare
the return of three such men. The Senate
is not a party House. Tt is the House of
the States and the House in which Western
Australia should be represented.

Mr. Mann: Will you ask your party to
move in that direction?

Mr., ANGELO: I think they wounld do so
if the suggestion were made.

Mr. Mann: Will yon make the suggestion?

Mr. ANGELO: Willingly. Only in the
Scnate have we any hope of getting the
State represented or of getiing any mecasures
passed to give Western Australia a fair deal
in the Federation. In the House of Repre-
sentafives, we have omnly five members out
of a total of 75.

The Minister for Works: They can do a
lot.
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Mr. ANGELO: True, but fiot so much as
the Senate.
The Minister for Works: You and I will

go.

Mr. ANGELO: But we eould not spare the
Minister for Works. What would our debates
by without his contributions? Where would
the country drift without him? Tf we could
get returned to the Senate six men out for
the good of Western Australia, six men out
for the good of Tasmania, and six men out
for the good of South Australia, and for no
other reason than to see that we were pro-
perly represcnted and treated, the smaller
States could control the Senate and block
theasures adverse te the interests of those
States. This iz why I think it necessury to
seleet threc men to represent in the Sepate
Western Australia first and foremost. We
have heard a good deal from the Leacer of
the Opposition about the finances. He said
the Government had given their usual ex-
planution.  Until we reeeive better treat-
micut from the Federal authorities and a big-
ger cut of the taxation, I do not think we -
cun hope to do much better with our finances.

Hon, M. F. Troy: The Federal Govern-
ment!  The Federal Government all the time!

Mr., ANGELO: The Leader of the Oppeo-
sition thinks we should cot down our ex-
penditure,  Will he assist to cut down the
Education vote, the Charities vote, or the
Medieal vote? Xon; beeause his side of the
House is strongly in favonr of these depart-
ments being eontinued as at present. I am
with him in that opinion. We cannot afford
to cut down the education or the medical or
charities services to any great extent. It is
interesting to look over the figures of the last
derade. The Labour Party came into power
in 1911 and in 1916 the Wilson Government
took charge of the administration. During
the five years of Labour administration, the
population of the State increased by only
12,708, whereas during the five years df Lib-
eral Government it increased by 28582,

Hon, W, (. Angwin: Do net forget the
number who went away.

Mr. ANGELO: I was expecting an inter-
jection of that kind. An analysis of the
figures shows that between Aungust, 1914, and
June, 1916, and from June, 1916, til} the end
of the war, the numbers who left the State
were just about equal. There is vot a differ-
ence of 100,

Mr, Johnston:
who came back?

The Minister for Mines: There were none
coming back till 1916,

Mr. ANGELO: Now take the public debt.
During the five years of Labour administra-
tion, the public debt increased by £15435,723.

Hon. WL C. Angwin: No, by £13,000,000.
We left a million for the present Government
to spend.

Mr. ANGELO: The member for XNorth-
Fast Fremantle is referring to the sinking
fund.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No, T am not.

What about the numbers
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The Minister for Mines: You are speaking
of the amount raised, not ¢xpended.

Mr. ANGELG: The amocunt expended was
£15,435,723 as against £9,899,991 in the fol-
lewing five years.

AMr. Johnston: What about the asset?

Mr. ANGELO: Tho ass sits there. The
ginking fund during the five ycars of Labour
administration increased by only £1,983,620
while, during the subscquent five years, it in-
ereased by £3,113,132,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You are wrong there
also.

Mr, ANGELO: I obtained the figures from
the Under Treasurer,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Then you got them
wrongly.

Mr. ANGELO: Deducting the ginking
fund, during the five years ended 1916 the
public debt showed an inerease of £13,452,103,
as against an inerease of only £6,786,859
during the Liberal regime. However, there
ia one item of expenditure which should be
noted. During the first period of five years,
the expenditure on railways and tramwaya
inereased by £360,737, whereas during the
subsequent period, the incrense was £1,028,-
484, which [ presume was dne to the higher
wages paid to employees,

The Minjster for Mines: I do not knmow
where you got your figures, but there was
more railway construction during the first
five years.

Mr. ANGELO: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion has suggested cutting down the Govern-
ment departments. He knows very well the
difficulty confronting the Government in that
respect. If men are retrenched, many of
them have to be paid pensions.

Hon. P. Collier: Who said that?

Mr, ANGELO: The hon. member.

Hon. P. Collier: No, I said nothing about

retrenchment. That is what you are talking
ahout.

Mr. ANGELO: The bon. member men-
tioned economy., How is it to be hrought
about?

Hou. P. Collier: There are other ways of
economising than retrenchment.

The Minister for Mines: There could not
be much reduction of expenditure by way of
wages and salaries.

Mr, ANGELO: I do not think we could
reduce the Civil Service. We are arranging
to bring in an additional 75,000 people and
we shall be expending £6,000,000 during the
next few years, so that all our eivil servanis
will be required. Of course we should see
that none of them are loafing on their jobs
and that all are fully employed. L for onc
eannot see where any retrenchment is possible
at the present time.

Hon, P. Collier: You are not in a position
ts say. Onty those with an intimate ae-
quaintance and experience of the departments
ean say.

Mr. ANGELO: Full inquiry should be
made into the varions departments. To this
extent I agree with the Leader of the Op-
position. T hope that, during the next few
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years when the future of the State is in the
halance, we shall do our utmost to sink party
feeling—

Hon. P, Collier: You will drown it if you
sink it mueh further.

Alr. ANGELO: And that we shall work
tegether to make the immigration policy the
suecess we all hope it will De.

Hon. W. O, ANGWIN (XNorth-East Fre-
mantle) [8.53]): 1 was rather amused at the
concluding remarks of the member for Gas-
coyne. I do not know where he obtained the
figures he quoted, but I am guite eonfident
he did not get them from the official returns.
Regarding loan expenditure——

Mr. Angelo: I only took to the cnd of
last year.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIXN: The hon. member
evidently took one period of six years of
Government aud contrasted it with another
period of five years.

Mr. Angelo: No, I took five years in each
case,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Anyhow a million
of so i3 mpeither here nor there when one
feels inelined to drop it. I was greatly
struck with one paragraph in the Speech.
SBome members have been excusing the Gov-
erument for their inactivity with regard to
public uffairs, and I never expected that the
Government would have included in the
Speech such words as these:—

Believing that the time had arrived when

o vigorous attempt should be made to re-

pair the period of comparative inactivity

resulting from the war, ete.

In that the Government have confessed that
the period they have heen in office has heen
one of inactivity. Of course, we see evidence
of that throughout the State.  No matter
where one goes, one cannot find any monu-
ments to show that the CGovernment have
been in any way active. Their activity has
been such that no one ean find any trace of
it. It is little wonder that the party who
desire to control Parliament out of Parlia-
ment are getting a little dissatisfied, more
especially when the Government themselves
admit that they have been inactive during the
last few years

Hon. P. Collier: They have been a long-
guffering party. .

Hon. W, . ANGWTIXN: However, there is
one thing which has not heen inactive and
that is the deficit.

The Minister for Mines: We would not
have known that if you had not drawn our
attention to it.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The deficit haa
heen eontinually on the move.

Hon, P. Collier: Working overtime,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We are often re-
minded that the wool and the wheat grow
while the farmer sleeps; the same applies to
the deficit during the inactivity of the Gov-
ernment. If something is not dooe to stop
the growth of the deficit, the State will soon
be suffering from the comnsequences.
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The Minister for Mines: There is only one
way to do it when in opposition, and that is
to put the Government out.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I am very pleased
to hear that interjection, and I hope that
members supporting the Government will
digest the advice. The Minister has informed
members that there is only one way of stop-
ping the deficit growing

The Minister for Mines: I said when in
opposition,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: And that is by put-
ting the Government out, The Minister,
therefore, has admitted that with a change
of Government, there would be a possibility
of the deficit heing reduced or at least kept
stationary. T would not promise a reduction
of the deficit in such ecircumstanees, but it
might be possible to keep it stationary. If
we could do no more than that for a time, it
would be a great improvement on the experi-
enec of the last few years, when we have been
going to the bad to the extent of £600,000
or £700,000 a year. Members should sleep
on the Minister’s advice to-night and be pre-
pared to-morrow to act upon it.

The Minister for Mines: You weuld not
like your salary to depend upon it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Since the Labour
Party left office-the defieit has grown by
£4,132,099. The Labour Government were
referred to as extravagant. TFirst of all it
was gaid they could not raise money, and
later on it was said they had been raising too
much. Members of the Opposition said that
their regime was one of extravagance and
debauchery, in faect, a ‘“big drunk,’’ as was
stated in another place, and that these things
had continued throughout the time they had
control of the State. Whilst in office that Gov-
ernment expended approximately £13,000,000
of money.

Hon. P. Collier: And spent it well.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: A large propertion
of the difference between £13,000,000 and
£15,000,000 was left in the Treasury when
the Labour Government went out of office so
that the other people could spend it. A few
wecka hefore he gave up the reins, the present
Minister for MMines, as Treasurer, arranged
to horrow £1,600,000 from the Commonwealth,

The Minister for Mines: That was onply
. gome of our own money coming back again,

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: And we bad to pay
dearly for it, 4% per cent. The Labour Gov-
ernment were told that they were borrowing
money to such an extent that the c¢ountry
could not stand it, that it meant bankruptey
in the future, and that berrowing must cease.
It was claimed that what was wanted was
business acumen and ability, and that until
a change was made there would be no im-
provement in the finances. Since the Gov-
ernment left office borrowing has ceased, and
the indebtedness of the State has increased
by about 1214 millions. Where the Govern-
ments that have since followed cobtained the
money I do not know—it was against their
policy to borrow.
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Hon. P. Collier: And what are they doing
with the money?

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Since 1916 they
have increased the indebtedness of the State
by appreximately that amount. I was not
surprised at the remarks of the Leader of
the Country Party when he spoke on Thursday
night, When he ecame to comsider the
large amount the Government obtained in
revenue, about two millions more than the
Labour Government obtained, and the large
inerease in the indebtedness by means of
loans, it rendered him speechless. He eould
not refer to the all absorbing topic of finance
except to say he was pleaged that the Premier
had arranged to borrow another £6,000,000.
His motto for carrying out improvements in
the State was not the motto of his party,
‘‘Produce, produce, produce,’’ but ‘‘Borrow,
borrow, borrow.’’ As long as he could see
the money coming in he did not care whether
the finances of the State were ever in a posi-
tion to pay it back. The other night the
Premier dealt with the question. He said it
was true we had a deficit, but that our sink-
ing fund had increased by £800,000. When
the Labour Government left office in July,
1916, it was announced by a flourish of trum-
pets, by telegraph and no doubt by wireless,
that we had ruined this country and left a
deficit of £1,361,000. What would have been
said by the Press if the Treasurer of the day
had denied this, and stated that the Labour
Party had left not a deficit but a surplus,
and that they had a sinking fund which had
inereased approximately by £700,000 above
the deficit, so that instead of there being a
deficit of £1,361,000, there was a surplus of
£700,0009 Would the Press have remained
gilent if the Treasurer had taken that line
of argument?

Mt. Lutey: That is business acumen.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Would they not
have cireulated it broadeast that the Labour
Party had told the people on the onre hand
that there was a deficit, and later announced
that there was a surplus of £700,000. They
would have said it was trying to delude the
peaple and lead them astray, and that the
State was not in the position in which it was
endeavouring to show it to be. They would
certainly have said the sinking fund should
not be taken into account, that it was
a fund brought into existence by
wise ruters who had wmade that arrange-
ment in  order to meet the obliga-
tions of the State in the future. Those
on the Opposition benches would have
scorned the suggestion to take into account
in this way the sinking fund. Since then,
various Governments have not found them-
gelves in such a position that they eould
even show o surplus, because of the increase
of the sinking fund. The deficit has dbeen
increased by £4,132,099.

The Premier: There is & mistake in your
last figure. N

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The total amount
paid by Governments since 1916, to the sink-
ing fund was £1,906,166, which left them a
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deficit of £2,2259033 after taking into ac-
count the amount paid into sinking fund.

The Premier: All interest on money you
borrowed when you were in office, but which
carned nothing.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1f it had not
been for that meney the eountry would have
been hankrupt. [t was only by keen judg-
ment, and the excreise of caution hy the
Labhour Government in watehing departments
that the country is not in a worse position
than it is in to-day.

The Premier:  How much 1lid you spend?

Hon. P, Collice:  The proof that you be-
lieved in our poliey lies in the fact that vou
took our Treasurer.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: [ belicve the Pre-
mier has entirely hloffed the people in re-
gard to the sinking fuml. The majority of
the people thinlk that the large increase to the
sinking fand made during the past six vears
is entirely shne to the efforts of the Govern-
moent.

The Premier: So it is.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Tt is eatirely due
to the unfortunate position the world has
bheen plared in threugh the war, and it is
heennge of the high rates of interest pre-
vaililge  that the Government, since 19186,
bhave heen able to contribute to the sinking
fund £1,906,1G6. This has enabled them to
built up the sinking fund to £8,000,000. The
Government, however, had nothing whatever
to do with that.

The Tremier:
fipures.

Mon. W. ¢, ANGWIX: [ am taking the
Premicer's figures as they appeared in the
““Daily News.'" The Premier proposes in
the first place to alter the conditions under
whieh the louns to the State were raised,

The Premier: No, 1 do not. I think youn
ought not to say that. T said nothing of the
sort.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: He proposes in-
gtedl to pay a sinking fund on the loans
which have been raised in accordance with
the prospectus which was issued at the time
the money was borrowed, and not to pay
the full mnount in the future. He also pro-
poses not to pay interest on the full amount
in the fature,

The Premder:  Net where the amount re-
gnired 3s already provided.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIX:
sfock Dhas been purchazed.

The Premier: Yon tried to wipe out the
sinking fund.

Hon. W. . ANGWTIX: TYeg, and I think
that was justified at the time. The war was
on and every nation was trying to wipe out
it sinking fund. Special Bills were passed
i almast overy State in Australia.

The Premier:  Were you in favour of it
then?

Hon. W, . ANGWIX:
porary expedient.
The Premier:

still.

Hon. W, (. ANGWIN: The Premier is
endeavouring to show that he ean rectify

You are mixing up your

Not where the

Yes, as a tem-

But the world is at war
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his finanees by hreaking faith with the peo-
ple in the old world who helped to develop
this conntry, and who advanced money for
the establishment of our railways, harbours,
and  land  development generally. Te is
taking a high handed action, which may
affeet our fature loans.

The Premicr: You are fquite wrong.

Hon, W. ", ANGWIN: Tf my words do
not earry any weight perhaps the Premier’s
words will,

The Premier: T only diseussed your pro-
potal to wipe out the whole of the sinking
fund.
~Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: The Minister for
Works had something te say about the sink-
ing fund.

. Hon. ®. Collier: He was very angry abouk
it, too, that night,

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: He sail—

I have endeavoured to show to the
Houge that in the issues of these loans a
sinking fund js provided, and that is held
out ax one of the inducements to invest-
ors, giving them as it were, an additional
security that the money they have loaned
will be redeemed probably hefore the ex-
piration of the period for which the money
is loaned. .

The Minister for Works: That is business.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: He goes on to
say—

Whatever may be the view of the Trea-
surer ns to fuoture loans that may be
hrought before the House and probably
adopted, any interference with what has
gone hefore and which bears the signed
manual of the State is nndesirable.

The Minister for Works: Exactly, At
that time you were not in the position we
are in to-day. '

Hon, W. C,
better position.

The Minister for Works: Oh, dear, no.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We did not build
up a defieit of €5,000,000 or £6,000,000. The
Minister for Works went on—

T may state T believe that the hon. mem-

ber for Trwin will agree with me—

He knew that Mr. Gardiner was the finan-
cial memher of the House and he wanted his
sympathy in the wmatter, knowing he would
not care to endorse any action that was
likely to be detrimental to the finances of
the State—

—that it is a very unsafe thing indeed to
attempt in the slightest degree to depree-
iate the security which has been given to
anyone from whom we have horrowed
money. If a man is dealing with a bank
he must be open and frank, and if it
comes to the ears of the manager of the
bank that the client is not aeting up to
his agreements, then difficnlties arise. If
our securitics are depreciated and there is
any alteration in the gtatements which are
placed before the investing publi¢, natur-
allr reaction will take place. With the
bond holders the only reaction which can
take place is that they mayx take fright.

ANGWIN: We were in a
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The Minister for Works: Not in this ease,
when there is more money than is neéessary
to pay them.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: XNo, beecanse there
js a different Government in this case, Tin-
kering with the funds does not matter in it-
self; it is the people who do it. Then he
snys—

‘“Here is a Government proposing to alter
the conditions on which we have lent our
money, We do* not know how far they
intend to go.”’ The bond holders may take
fright in regard to the matter, and then,
even if they do mot throw their bonds on
the market, one thing iz very certain, that
when the next loan is placed on the market
any propesal from the Government of
Western Australia will be viewed with very
very grave concern not only by the clients
themselves, but by theose who do the in-
vesting for them.

The Premier: Do you agree with that?

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The speech further
says—

Tt is well known that these bonds
are taken up by underwriters, and they
have for years looked upon the Western
Australian securities and the sinking funds
attached as something like gilt-edged secur-
ities. I feel very jealous that any attempt
should be even hinted at to interfere with
arrazgements which have been made.

The Minister for Works: That is right.

The Premier: Did you agree with that at
the fime? .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: At that time our
conditions were entirely different from our
conditions of to-day. At that time the Brit-
jsh Empire and Europe as a whole were at
war. At that time funds were required not
only for development purpeses but alse for
war purposes. To-day things are more nor-
mal, What was wrong in‘times of extreme
tension is right to-day, under more normal
conditions.

The Minister for Works: Beeause we have
now mere money saved that wonld pay our
debts.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: There was more
money saved then than would pay the debts
at that time.

The Minister for Works: There was not;
that is the difference.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There was pot as
large an amount, simply because the sinking
fund at that time had not become such a
benefit, owing to the Enropean war. I will
refer to the Premier’s statement made when
he was in Opposition.

The Premier: Can you say yes or no to
my question?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The speech con-
tinues—

When we go to raise money in London,

we issne a prospectus which sets oui the

conditions under which we raise the loan.

Jn 1913 we paid less interest than any

other State of the Commonwealth; that is,

we got our money more cheaply, which
was due, I believe, to the fact that we had
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a sinking fund. We must respect owr ob-

ligations under this sinking fund.

The Minister for Works: We are respeet-
ing them to-day.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: The Prewier con-
tinued— .

Tt would be unwise in the interesis of the

people of the State to disregard our obli-

gations. As a matter of fact, it would go
to reduce the Qeficit.

The Premier: Did you agree with me then?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The hon, gentle-
man sajd—

As a matter of fact, it would go to reduce

the deficit. 1t would not provide auy more

work, and any aetion in this  direction
wounld make it more diffienit for us to bor-
row in the future,
At that time the Premier refused to agree to
any interference with the sinking fund, or
with any agreement entered into hy the State
with the bondholders, because, he said, the
money would be used to reduce the deficit.

Hon. P. Collier: The deficit was a serions
matter in those days.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIX: Of course it was.
At that, time it was a deficit of less than a
million; to-day the defieit is nearly six mil-
lions. On that account the Minister for
Works claims that the financial position is
better to-day than it was six vears ago.
Then the Premier went on to say—

T notice the member for Trwin (Mr. James

Gardiner) made a suggestion as fol-

lows—

I admit that the Preiier did not agree with
that suggestion, which was in the following
words:—

In times of great finaneial stress, when

the heavy demands of our sinking funds

have a crippling effeet on our finances,
whilst there would be no justification for
suspending the interest stocks and the sink-
ing fund on the balance held by investors,
such a suspension might be deemed ad-
visable on the stock which the State it-
self held.
Ig that what the Premier is proposing to do
to-day? He proposes not to pay the full
amount of sinking fund as stated in the
prospectus issued when the loans were raised,
to enable the sinking fund to meet the loan
on maturity—a great change from the posi-
tion taken up when the Labour Government
were  in offiee. Nothing  would  please
him then at =all.  No action that was
proposed by  the Government of that
day to assist in a position of finanvial
difficulty received any consideration whatever
from the hon. gentleman. The attitude of
the Premier was then thar he had to pay the
whole amount. But to-day the position is
that the Government find themselves in such
difficulties that thev look in every hole and
corner for the purposc of diseovering some-
thing that they ean eseape paying.

The Premier: The difference is that you,
wanted to get out of the lot.

Hon, W. C., ANGWIXN: But you wonll not
agree to Mr. Gardiner’s suggestion.
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- The Premier: I do not agree with it to-
day. I only wanted to save over-payments.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We have to-day a
flaating debt of 14 millions, in reapect of
which nnt one penny of sinking fund has
been provided. That is a matter for con-
sideration by the State, We are paying sink-
img fund on only a portion of our debt. The
greater proportion of the floating debt has
come into existence since the present Gov-
ernment came into office,

The Premier: No. Every lean for the last
30 years has a sinking fund.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN; The Premier kuows,
without my reminding him, that a large num-
her of loans issued through the Federal Gov-
ernment were taken up in bomds. No sink-
ing fund was provided in those cases. Sev-
eral of those loans are due at early dates.
Ta fact, one of them fell due recently, and
the States were unable to meet it, whereupon
the Federal Government agreed to put the
amount on the market az a tonversion lean.
The action now proposed by the Premier in
regard to the sinking fund will, no doubt,

tend to bencfit the finances of the State at’

the present time, but it will have the effect
of throwing doubt on any prospectus which
the Western Australian Government submit
to the market in future.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: As the Minister for
Works said, investors woull get frightened,
aul would want to know whether they could
rely on the prospectuses issued.

The Premier: I am not doing anything
without consulting the trustees for the bond-
holders. They agree.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It is true that we
can do nothing without the consent of the
sinking funil trustees. But we know that the
late Treasurer, Mr. Gardiner, tried to do the
same thing, and failed. This is not a new
proposal. The difference is that Mr. Gar-
diner was not in London at the time, to put
pressure on the trustees. He wus not in
Lendon to point out to them the eondition
of the finances here. The Premier had to go
to Londor to find out that we had bought a
million pounds worth more bonds than was
neCessary.

The Premier: No.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIX: The Fremier hait
te go to London to find that out.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The hon. gentle-
man could have found it out here, However,
he did find out in London that the amount
of stock purchased by the State for szinking
fund amounted to & willion pounds more than
Wwas necessary.

The Premier: Nothing of the kind; and
you never discovered that we need not pay
interest on the amount.

Hen, W. C, ANGWIN: I have not Jooked
for that discovery. I never look for a thing
that gets me out of an obligation into whieh
I have entered. While there are many of us
who take that for our motto, yet times come
when we may find ourselves compelled to try
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to avoid sueh an obligation. That is the
position of the Premier to-day.

The Premier: No.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Premier says
there is a possibility of our having too much
money hy the time our leans mature. That
may be all right to-day, but the future effect
on the State may be material. I urge the
FPremier for goodness’ sake to drop the ecry
that there is no defieit hecause we have the
sinking fund.

The Premicr: I have never said any such
thing.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The Premicr has
not said that, but the people of the State
have been led to believe that that is the posi-
tiom, owing to the way in which the matter
has been pui to them. Tha first excuse was
that the deficit was due to the Commonwealth
Government. That excuse has gone entirely.
Then the Minister for Education went to
Melbourne, and while there discovered that
we had a sinking faund. From that day on-
ward the sinking fund hag served as an ex-
cuse for the defieit. The Premier in his
gpeech the other evening said that it was true
that we had 2 defieit, bot that the sinking
fund had inereased by £800,000——

The Premier: I did not say that. .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: In the same speech
the hon, gentleman said that the amount paid
into ginking fund for that year was only
about £265,000,

The Premier: And we pay interest on the
gix millions in the sinking fund.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The position is
that the sinking fund represents a guarantee
in respeet of loans which huve been raised,
and dees not affect the position so far as the
Goversment are concerned. I will now say
the same as I said when the Labour Govern-
ment were in office. Our sinking fund posi-
tion is good to-day, but from my experience
of the Governments during the past six ycars,
the sinking fund would be in as bhad a posi-
tion as the Consolidated Revenue, i the Gov-
ernment had control of it. TF that were so,
there wounld be a deficit on the sinking fund.

Mr. Lambert: The Government have no
rigit to pawn our sinking fund as they are
doing.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The position being
thus, T ean ygive no eredit whatever te the
Government for the large inerease in the
sinking fund. That increase is due to those
who were here in the past, and who wisely
made provision for the payment of these
debts.

The Premier: You want to wipe out the
sinking fund altogether,

Hon. P. Collier: No; vour colleague wanted
tr do that.

Hon., W, C. ANGWIN: I reply to the
Leader of the Oppasition, the Premier said,
dealing with the Industries Assistance
Board,—

Is it not right that the commercial men
of this State should have a board ap-
pointed for the express purpose of seeing
how their clients, who are indebted to them,
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and have been for some years, and are at

the present time under the moratorium, are

situated, and what the assets of these peo-

ple are? Could anybody object to that?
But that was mot at alt the question with
which the Leader of the Opposition was deal-
ing. He was dealing with the board which
wag propesed for the purpese of dealing with
LA.B. clients who were considered unsuitable
te get any more assistance.

The Premier: I do not know anything
abont that.

[{The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Hon. W. Q. ANGWIN: I will inform the
Premier, As the Leader of the Opposition
stated, there was a deputation to the Minis-
ter. It was held in secret and the Press were
not there. We wanted to know what was the
result of the deputation.

The Premier: I have deputations every day
and no one knows anything about them.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: This was an im-
portant deputation.

The Minister for Works: I have deputa-
tions and I do not have the Press there at all.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Thers was a notice
in the Press to the effect that certain of the
Industries Assistance Board clients were to
have their sustenance allowanees reduced.
The deputation went to the Minister to ascer-
tain whether those allowances could not be
renewed. No result of the deputation was
published. Naturally, people thought it was
advisable to know whether the Industries
Asgistance Board was to be in contrel or
whether political influences owtside were to
take charge. Consequently, members watched
the Press closely for some indication on the
peint. The Government require watehing,
good as they are. We have watched very
carefully. The first intimation we had of any
result arising from the deputation was when
the Primary Producers’ Association sent out
a circular to their branches asking them to
nominate two men fo go on a board to advise
the Industries Assistance Board regarding
matters in their several distriets. ¥or the
information of the Premier I will outline the
position which was set out in a Press report
ag follows:—

The following tentative basis was agreed
upon—subject, of course, to approval of
Cabinet and the passing of amending legis-
lation:—

1. That in the case of all assisted set-
tlers whose position is regarded by the
bhoard as hopeless, a valuation be made of
their lanid and other assets with a view to
writing down their indchbtedness to such an
extent as may be deemed advisable.

2, The committee to eonsist of the dis-
trivt inspector or other departmental repre-
sentative, and two qualified loeal farmers
in each inspectorial district. The members
of each committee to be nominated by the
Primary Producers’ Assoeiation and to be
appointed by the Minister. Such members
not to be assisted settlers.
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3. The duties of the committec to be:

(a) To make a valuation of the property

and assets; (b) To advise the best method

of carrying on the farm; (¢) To report on
the personal equation, and (d) To make
such other recommendations as they may
deem  advisable.
Just faney a board of experts such as the
LA.B, is supposed to be, being dealt with in
that way. The Premier said that the board
eomprised Mr. MeLarty, My, Cooke, and Mr.
Richardson, as well as another whose name
I forget. They are men who thoroughly
understand their business. These men com-
prise the board who have to say whether the
State’s money should be advanced to farmers,

The Premier: And the only Dboard who
can do so.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: There i3 the board
constituted to advise the Minister as to
whether or not the State funds should be
used to assist farmers, who they think are
in n hopeless position. Yet another board
is to be appointed, two out of the thrce mem-
bers of whieh are to be nominated by the
Primary Producers’ Association. If the Lab-
our Party had been in office and any such
proposal had been brought forward, then
there would have been such a howl from one
end of the State to the other, that it wounld
have meant the end of that Labour. Gov-
ernment. But no Labeur Governmeat would
have entertained any such proposition.

The Premier: Will yon explain the propo-
sition fully4

Hon. W. C. ANGWIXN: While no Labour
Government would dream of entertaining such
a preposal, I am surprised that the present
Government should do so. I had intended re-
ferring to the North-West, but as the member
for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) and the member
for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) have dealt with
that aspeet at some length, T wili only add a
few words. I noticed that the Department
of the North-West has expended this year
some £15,000, with the result that at one
station comprising 70,000 acres, where there
are n number of aborigines employed, 215
acres of cotton have been planted. Whether
anything else has been done, I do not know.
T want to impress npon the Premier regarding
Carmarvon—I have been there since the Pre-
mier saw the placc—that he should he ex-
tremely cautious before scttling people on
the land in that distriet. T was surprised and
disappointed when T got there. Year after
vear I have heard statements about the splen-
did seil, ahout the heautiful river, and ahout
this land which was said to be flowing with
milk and honey. When T went there and saw
the river, T found that it had been dry for
months and vears at a time.

The Premier: Whe said that?

Hon. W, O, ANGWIN: We have heard it
said here year after year. Seventy blocks
have been thrown open for selection in that
distriet, and T saw by a statement in the
Press that the Apent Geueral is advoeating
sending out a large number of immigrants to
settle in that part of the State. The land
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there might be all right if it was eertain that
water conld be obtained. The seeretary of
the Department of the North-West said that
settlement there was bound to be a success—
he knows as much about farming as I do—
but he advised the farmers to form themselves
into o co-operative society and put up an
efficient pumyp to get the water from the river,
And the river has been dry for five years!
They say up there that they can get water
by sinking to a depth of 15 feet or se.

The Premier: In the river bed?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Not only there but
clsewhere. There is a great divergenec of
opinion in Carnarvon itself as to whether the
land thrown open for selection can be worked
suecessfully.

The Minister for Works:
member for Carnarvon say?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not earc what
hon. members say, hut they are always bound
to exaggerate a bit. When I was at Carnar-
von, I told them that, and I also said that
Western Australin could not afford to gam-
ble. I said that before any gamble took
place at Carnarvon, the people should see
what could be done there; they shonld have
experimental plots so as to demonstrate if
what the member for Gascoyne claims ean
be produced there, can actually be growa
with success,

Hon, M. F. Troy: Did you see the pro-
perty belonging to the member for Gascoyne?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: He took jolly good
care that we did not go there, We were
driven past it and we were informed that,
owing to some disease in the tomato plants,
the place was in a bad state of negleet. T
trust the Government will be very cautious
before they proceed with any  settlement
scheme in that area. While T was there, T
came arcross a family whom T know well
One of the sous, who was a soldier, took up
a block. T asked the mother what the place
was like and she said that she did not know
but that it might be all right. T asked her
for lier opinion, and she said that she was
not too sure of it. ’

The Minister for Works: She was a Seotch
woman.

The Premier: You always go to the ladies
for advice.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I go to the men as
well. T found that there was considerable
doubt about this scheme being a suceess.
There was no doubt expressed, however, about
the suecess of a scheme which would cut up
the big leases into areas of 50,000 acres.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Tf you did that, they
wonld talk about eonfiscation.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN; If any suech action
were taken, the Government could have a
much bigger settlement up there. I heard
one man who had been a sheep farmer in
Western  Australia say, *‘T wish I had
50,000 aeres of this land. I would not desire
any more. I would like to transfer it to my
place in the South.’’

The Minister for Works: Where would he
get the water from?

What does the
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Hon. W. €, ANGWIN: There is plenty of
water for sheep, but I am doubtful about
water for irrigation. The Premier made re-
ference to the Wyndham Meat Works, I
asked him what interest had been reccived
from the Carnmarvon Meat Works and also
the Fremantle Meat Works. According to
what we lave beun told he has drawu uno
interest from those cencerns at all

The Premier: N, it is not due.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: T hope the Premier
will wateh those particular works, ‘What
about the Fremantle works!?

The Premier: There is nothing from them.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Then Wyndham is
wrong because of the interest charges amount-
ing to £78,000. It must be remembered that
the other State trading concerns paid in
£74,000, leaving a deficit of only £4000,
The Carnarvon works had a good deal of
money from the Government.

Mr. Angelo: Only on a pound for pound
basis.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: They had between
£50,000 and £60,000. That is not much, but
no interest has been paid onr that money to
the Govermment,

The Minister for Works: They have not
frozen a sheep!

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Fremantle
works got £100,000 from the Govermment and
not a penuy of interest has been paid to the
Government. They do not say anything nbout
that aspect.

Hon. M. F. Trov: And vet Monger tilks
about these things not being a suecess.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Wyndhan
Meat Works at least have been doeing some-
thing for the money expended; thesc others
have heen doing nothing. As it is, the defieit
on the Wyndham Works is not so great when
we take inte consgideration the results from
the other trading concerns which have gone
into Consolidated Revenwe. That is the posi-
tion at the present time. That being so, I
trust these people who are barking so much
about the State trading concerns as being
detrimental to the State would just ‘‘shut
up?’’ for a while ntil they pay their own
interest.

The Minister for Works: You should look
at the speeches delivered to-day!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: When these pro-
ple pay their own interest to the Govern-
ment, it is time for them to start talking
about the State trading concerns. It is true,
as the Minister for Works interjected, that
at o meeting of the Primary Producers' As-
sociation held to-day, comments were made
regarding these concerns, and the memhers
of the Country Party were asked to take
more interest in them as the works were
helping to build up the deficit. The pesitionr
is that during the last 12 months the Stute
trading concerns have paid interest and re-
coups to otier departwents amounting to
£74,000, which has gone into Consolidated
Revenne as profit.

The Premier: Principally by the sawmills.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: That does not
matter, It was a State trading conceri
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In the Wyndham Meat Works, we have the
ouly freezing works out of three in this State,
whiclt are operating. As menticned in the
Governor's Speech those works were started
¥or the purpose of assisting the pastoralists
in that part of the State. They had ex-
perienced bad times for a considerable period
and it became necessary to assist them. The
Premier interjected that interest had been
paid on acecount of those works amounting
to £78,000.

The Premier: Tnterest and other charges.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: At any rate, the
works were established for that partienlar
purpose.

The Premier: Running them keeps the
nachinery in order.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: If the other State
trading concerns made a profit of £74,000,
then, with the Wyndham Meat Works
thrown in, they have only cost the State
£4,000 for the year.

The Premier: Yes, but the Wyndbham
works should be thrown out.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Wyndham
Aleat Works are good for that part of the
State and every pastoralist wanted those
works at the time they were erceted.

Mr. Willcock: And they want the works
nOW.

Hen, W. ¢ ANGWIN: The Labour
Party may have made one :mistake, in that
we ¢id not earry out the Premier’s policy
of charging so much per head for eaftle
there as taxation. If we had done that,
those in the distriet would have heen better
satisfied; because if you give a man some-
thing for nothing he growls, whereas if you
let him pay for it he is content. During the
vear the Government Analyst has been re-
tired. The retirement has eaused bitter feel-
ing amongst the public service. Before this
officer was retired, there was a dispute be-
tween him and the Director of Agriculture
who, in a way, acensed him of incompetence.
From & perusal of the papers, I think that
had something to do with Mr. Mann’s re-
tirement. At all events, when that officer
was retired, the inquiry for which he re-
peatedly asked should have been held. No
doubt the implied charge made by the Diree-
tor of Agriculture aifected Mr. Mann’s ap-
pliaation for the 'mew position. Another
point: in the case of an officer being re-
tired hefore the vetiring age is reached, the
practiece has been to add a number of years
to his period of service,

The Minister for Mines:
wa eut that out.

Hon. W. C. ANGWINXN:
who have had it. JIa this case it was re-
fused. Not only did Mr. Mann go out of
the service with the condemnation of an-
other officer on him, but he was refused the
conditions granted in other cases, which was
distinetly unfair. 1 only want fair play for
this officer.

The Minister for Mines: A number went
out at about the same time, and all were
treated in the same way.

You know that

I know of several
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Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T wish to dreaw
attention to the Fremantle railway bridge.
T remember sceing in the newspapers some
years age that a new foundation was neces-
sary; that the bridge had been patched un-
til it was impossible to further repair it
There is a fear that the bridge is not safe.
The Minister for Mines: Tt's safe enongh.
Hon. W, C, ANGWIX: But the fear is
there, and it is better to be sure than to be
sorry. A railway catastrophe there might
mean great loss of life, and exceedingly
heavy cost fto the Government. Only the
other day Mr. Stead, the Railway Commis-
sioner, in his report pointed to the excessively
heavy maintenanee of the bridge. T ask the
Government to consider the question as one
of urgeney, Also [ wish to draw attention
to the Fremantle water supply. Tt docs not
pay to kecp quiet. For years Frenumtle has
been suffering from insufficioney of water.
The people there have not =aid muoel, for
they realise that the State is up against it
financially. On two eor three days in the
weck the water is the eolour of jarrall. Yet
when the North Perth people kicked up a
row about the water they werc getting, steps
were immediately taken to rewmedy the posi-
tion. Only the other Jday I drew a bottle of
filthy water with tbe objeet of taking it to
the Minister; but it occurred to me that
perhaps it was mnot worth while. The ques-
tion of the Fremantle water supply requires
immediate attention. Tn Fremantle, hecause
of the lack of water, fire insurance rates arc
20 per cent. higher than in any other town in
the State, I see that the Premier has made an
alteration in respeet of applications for land.
Mr., Richardson has a new appointment. Ile
is a very good officer, but I think his time
can be better employed on group settlements.
There are already in the Lands Department
officers to attend to applicants for land, and
I think they cndeavour to give satisfaction
to those applicants. But therc is a want of
co-operation between the Lands Department
anl the Agricultural Dank.
The Premier: No, no!
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:
not understand the posgition.
The Premier: That’s quite evident.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: An applicant
goes to the Lands Department and asks if
any land is available. The reply is. ““Yes,
buat it is some distanee from a railway,”’
When the applicant asks how the Agricul-
tural Bank will treat it, the officers have to
say, ‘‘We don't know.”” T stronply advise
the Premier to bring the Lands officers and
the bank officers fogether, and follow the
practice of years ago, stating definitely on
the plans how the bank will treat cach block.
That would pgreatly assist land settlement.
At present it is a weak spot in the system.
T hope it will be remedied. In respect of the
Premier’s scheme of land seftlement I must
admit that, after hearing the Premier the
other night, I am of opinion he has net gone
far enongh. He should let every member
know the exaet position. If this scheme is
going to cost ten, fifteen, or twenty millions,

Well then T do
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let us know it. Then, when we are diseussing
it with outside people who desire information,
we would be able to explain how they will
be treated under the scheme. As it is now,
we can say, ‘‘If you apply for a block in a
group settlement you will get £3 weckly
while clearing the land, and a house will be
erected for you.'' Bnt when they ask us
what will happen after that, we have to
confess that we do not know. That does not
assist settlement, I have here the scheme
which was published in Januvary, to which
the Premier referred the other night. In
this scheme it was pointed out that every
settler will cost between £800 and £1,000,
Yet when the Leader of the Opposition made
that statement the other night the Premier
said, ‘‘No, we have settled so many thousand
in the wheat belt at an average cost of £350.7’
It is estimated that two years will be oceu-
pied in bringing the whole group to the pro-
ductive stage, and that the total cost of each
farm will be from £800 to £1,000. That i3 the
scheme which the Premier placed before Mr.
Huoghes. The £1,000 basgis means that the
full six million loan will be required for the
proposed 6,000 sgettlers. The Premier said
there were two million acres to he eleared,
that the cost of the work would be £3,000,000,
which conld be spread over three years, and
that the rate at which it was done would
depend on the number of men. Therefore it
i3 evident that the Premier expected the
clearing of two million aeres would cost
£3,000,000, without any provision being made
for railways.

The Premier: You ought to read the Tot.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T have read the lot,
and have picked ount those passages bearing
on the question. The Premier also said—

The State undertaking (a) to guarantee
that work will be available, (b) to guar-
antee to settle men on the land.

Here is another paragraph, showing clearly
that the Premier expected to increase the loan
maoney beyond the six millions—

{e) Tt will Qefinitely undertake to settle
one immigrant for every £1,000 provided
for any purpese. (d) If money is pro-
vided now for advances to present settlers
to further improve their holdings, or for
railways, ete., the State undertakes to pro-
vide what i3 meeessary for farm making
when required for the immigrant settler.

It showg fhat immediately the six millions
have hren expended the State undertakes to
find the other money required for the purpose
of settling those 6,000 persons. That is the
scheme which was laid before the Prime Min-
ister and it is a very good one too. T do not
disapprove of it at all, but it would be better
to know the exact cost. The Premier should
get his officers to set out the position and
show what money the State has to raise, how
it is intended to deal with the scttlers, and
how it i3 intended to carry out the scheme.
If this were <done, members would be in pos-
session of more information than they have
at the present time. This scheme was placed
before Mr. Hughes. We got his word that
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he would assist the Government,
satisfied with that.

The Premier: He cannot get out of it,
can hel

The Minister for Mines:
back on his word.

Mr. Simons: What!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T am not saying
anything derogatory to AMr. Hughes, but more
than his word should be given in a matter of
this kind. I want his andertaking in writing.

The Premier: That is the agreement before
him for signature now.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If it is in writing,
the undertaking will be that of the Common-
wealth Government, If it is not in writing,
the Commonwealth Government will not be
hound by it. XNo doubt that is a weak spot
in the arrangement. The sooner this under-
taking is put in writing, the better it will be,
I know of instances where undertakings have
not been carried out in the past. I wish to
dirert the Premier’s attention to a cable
which appeared in the ‘West Australian,’’
dated Londom, 13th Junme, 1922:—

Colenel Amery, in speaking at an emi-
gration meeting to-day, announced the
negotiations with the Commonwealth for a
joint scheme under which one-third or even
two-thirds of the passage money would be
advanced for emigrants. Tt had also heen
agrecd that Western Australia should find
land for anthorised emigrants, totalling
73,000, including their families.

The message states ‘‘and find land.””’

I am not

1Te never goes

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.j

The Premier: That refers to the 6,000,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: No, that is the
75,000,

The Minister for Mines: That is the total
number.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: This is the word-
ing of the cable message published here. No
mention is made of 6,000, Neither was there
any reference to 6,000 in the speech made by
Mr. Amery when introducing the legislation
in the House of Commons. The only refer-
ence was to 75,000,

The Premier: I have it in writing from
him,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T hope the Pre-
mier has. If every one of the men was mar-
ried and eaeh family consisted of four, there
would be 18,750 people to provide land for.

The Minister for Mincs: His obligation
was to assist in getting 75,000 immigrants
out here,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIXN:
niegsage does not say so.

Phe Premier: I am not authorised to speak
for the British Government; ncither are they
authorised to speak for me.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: If the message is
wrong, I am prepared to take the Premier’s
word.

The Premier: T have it in writing, I will
produece it if you wish.

But this cable
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Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: ]| am prepared to
accept the Premier’s word, but I must point
out that this ig the position so far as it is
known to us.

The Minister for Works: The people in
the old country make mistakes gometimes.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: I admit that they
do. The only men who make mistakes are
those wito try to do something. The man
who doeg nething makes no mistakes. There-
fore the people in the old couniry must
do something. In this, they are unlike
our Ministers. In the speech which M.
Amery made in introducing the Bill, he dealt
very elearly with 75,000 people. Seeing that
the British Government were going to pay
one-third and the GCommonwealth one-third,
he was very thankful to gef out of the busi-
ness at £8 per head. He impressed upon
members of the Honse of Commons that all
i% wonld cost would be £3 a head, and that
as soon as the emigrants got on board ship,
the British Government’s liabilities would
cease. In all probability this will run on for
15 years. With the member for Gascoyne
{Mr. Angelo) I think it would not be out of
place to get a committee of all parties in-
terested to confer on this matter, so that
cach party would know its 1espective obliga-
tions with regard to this land settlement
seheme. It is a big undertaking and great
care must be exercised. I am satisfied that
the Premier is as auxious as anyone else re-
garding the scheme. Tt should be a non-
party question. All parties have expressed
their approval of it. This was stressed by
the Leader of the Labour Party in the Brit-
isk House of Commons.

Mr. Willecock: I do not think they aill ap-
prove of the methods.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: If a committee
were appointed, methods ecould be devised
which would be suitable to all parties. There
would then be fewer failures amnd greater
prospects of guccess. The Leader of the
Labour Party in the British House of Com-
mong (Mr. Clynes) said—

Much of the success must depend on
seeuring the goodwill of labour, both or-
ganised and non-orgamised, in the Do-
minions. It is therefore of the highest im-
portanee that labour in the Dominions
should he consulted and its eco-operation
and goodwill obtained, if possible, for this
scheme. ;

As all parties are agreed upon the necessity
for increased population for Western Aus-
tralia, and as all parties realise that the only
means to bring this about is by settlement on
the land, then all parties should get to-
gether to make a success of it. I now wish
to refer to a meeting held in Perth to-day,
and reported in the ‘‘Daily News.’”’ Though
I am not yet very old, I must say that I have
never at any time during my politieal career
tead anything which eontained such dammed
impertinence as this speech.

The Premier: Whose speeeh is that?

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: Any man or body
of men—1I do not ecare who or what they are,
who try to take, indirectly, the conirol of the
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affairs of the State out of the hands of its
Parliament, are a danger to the community.

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear!
Who are they?

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: The
headed ‘‘Farmers’ Parliament. The Annual
Assembly.  Big Gathering of Delegates.
President Monger’s Address. Disabilities of
the Primary Producer. A Comprehensive Re-

speech is

view,’?
" The Minister for Works: That iz his an-
nual ¢ontribution. .

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: When Mr, Monger
spoke at that gathering, he was speaking on
behalf of the executive of that organisation.
When the Premier speaks here, he speaks on
behslf of his Government.

The Minister for Works: And the people.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Of course; he is

. representing the people.

Mr. Munsie: A section of them,

The Premier: All of them.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Here we have the
executive of this organisation endeavouring,
so far as is possible, to take conirol of the
State affairs without the consent of the

people.

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear! I
agree with you.

Mr. Angelo: You are wrong,

Mr. Mann: Will the member for (Gascoyne
put him right?

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: I will not read the
whole of the speech; it is too long.

Mr, Munsie: Was the member for Gas-
coyne one of those in the dock to-day?

Mr., Angelo: It was a most instructive ad-
dress.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Mr. Monger said—

Although we have identified ourselves
with the movement and will do all in our
power to assist the Government in its

{(immigration) scheme, I have to inform

you that only recently we were favonrpd

by the Government with an ountline of its
poliey. You will therefore understand that
until we are taken into the full confidence
of the Government and have had an oppor-
tunity of reviewing and studying its
scheme, we ecannot express any definite

opinion thereon. .

The Minister for Werks: Nobody askad
them to.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T am not sure
whether it would not be advisable at the end
of my speech to move an amendment to the
Address-in-reply, expressing regret that the
Premier visited London without asking the
executive of this organisation te favour his
scheme of immigration beforehand.

Hon. M. F. Troy: They approved of him

going. .

Mr. Angelo: Who is better qualifiel to
assigt the newcomers?

Hon. P. Collier: That is a different pro-
position altogether.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I trust that the
Premier, when he announces his policy re-
garding immigration, will announce it to
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members of this Homse who represent the

people, and not to this organisation.

Mr. Angelo:  That is what Mr, Monger
meant.

Hou. W. . ANGWIN: Mr. Monger wants
the l‘renuer: to give the organisation what
should be given to this House. Tf Mr. Mon-
ger conld find a sufficient majority to return
him to this House and make him Premier,
he would accept the position. I wish he
would enter this House. If he were here for
a little while, he would not talk in this way.

The Minitser for Works: He poses us the
Western Awvstralian Kaiser.

,Mon, 'W. C. ANGWIN: Referring to the
hu_alucml position of the State, Mr. Monger
said—

. T pointed out to conference last year
that so long as the present working ar-
rangen ent exizted, we would have to aceept
our share of resyonsibility. We cannot ad-
vanee any excuse, even if the Country
Party’s Ministers have net had an equal
voice in determining watters of poliey, for
the fact remains we have equal representa-
tion and are, therefoie. equally responsible
for Cabinet’s doings, be their actions right
or wrong.

How do they know? Have Country Party

Ministers told them they have not had equal

voice in determining matters of policy, or is

the Premier, while numbering them amongst
his Ministers, taking the responsibility on his
own shoulders?

The Minister for Mines: We on this bench
do not look too unhappy, do we?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Just faney a man
imaking a statement like that!

We eannot advanee any excuse, even if
the Country Party’s Ministers have not
kad an equal voiee in determining matters
of policy.

The Minister for Agriculture: And they
have had equal responsibility.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Some person must
have told Mr. Monger this.

The Minister for Works: Tt is his lively
imagination.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: T have never
spoken to Mr. Monger, but I do not believe,
holding as he does the position of president
of thiz important conference, he would make
a statement of that deseripiion unless some
information were given to him to the effect
that Ministers who represented the Country
Party had not been given an equal voice so
far as the policy of the Government was con-
cerned.

The Minister for Agriculture: From whom
did he get the information?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T cannot say. Some
person must have induced -Mr. Monger to put
in that ridiculous statement.

The Premier: Mr, Monger is responsible
for it.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I admit that.

Mr. Angelo: Call him to the bar of the
TTouse.

Hon. P. Collier: You will all be at the bar
ot the Honse to-morrow with him. ¥our trial
is on to-morrow.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: [ have always re-
garded Mr. Monger as a clever gentleman.

Mr. Angelo: He is a good patriot.

Hon, W. . ANGWIXN: Yet Le admitted
he has been robbing this country.

Mr. Angelo: Oh no!

Hon, P. Collier: That is scrious.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIXN: Yes. Last session
the Premicr introduced the ('loser Settlement
Bill, the result of which we all know, Mr.
Monger says—

If the Government is given under the
proposed new Bill powers of compulsory
acquisition at a pervenatge advance on
taxaton values, then I comsider every set-
tler should be given the right to amend
his assessments within a reasomable time,
for many growers would prefer to pay a
larger tax than be dispossessed om a taxa-
tion valuation acceptable up to the present
by the Taxation Department.

Surely that is admitting that land owners
who hold large areas in the State have been
under-valuing their land for years.

The Premicr: Tt dees not mecan that. In
some eases property has a sentimental valne.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They have mot
been valuing their land at its full value, and
now they want the Premier to give them
ample time to alter their valuation hefore
the Government acquire their land on a per-
eentage basis.

The Minister for Mines: T may have a
property which may have a definite value,
but if vou want to dispossess me of it T
may want an entirely different value.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: We are paying on
a percentage basis for that. A man may
have a block of land worth £1,000, and may
be putting it in at £1,000. If that were its
proper value there would be no need to alter
the assessment or to give him time in which
to do so. If, however, he valued it at £800,
he should be made to pay tax on £1,000.
Mr. Monger says the settlers would be will-
ing to pay a higher tax, becauge the Govern-
ment would be likely to take the land at a
percentage value.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Is that the
fault of the owner or the Taxation Depart-
ment?

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Tt is the fault of
the taxpayer. It is known how land is valued
throughont the country. It is an admission
that the Taxation Department has not ear-
ried out its work in a proper manmer. These
people have. becn under-valning their land,
and now ask the Premier to give them time
to inerease their valvation.

The Minister for Worka: Does not the
department send out its own valuers?

The Premier: I wish they wounld all
double their values.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: I was pleared to
hear the Minister for Agriculture say they
were consulted upon all questions. Mr,
Monger has repeated the statement he made
under the heading of ‘‘My most painful
duty.'’ He says—

The Country Party’'s association with
the Government, and the holding of three
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portfoliog by members of our Party natur-
ally make us in the eyes of the people re-
sponsible for the policy and aections of
the Government, although it is question-
able whether onr (‘abinet members were
consulted on all matters. While nomin-
ally responsible to the people of this State
by virtne of equal repregentation in
Cabinet, I conaider it my duty to say that,
in my opinion, our represcntatives have
not been consulted on all occasions, and
have not had an cqual voice in the deter-
mination of matters of poliey.

“The Minister for Works: If he had

known anything about it he would never

have said that.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Tt is not
true.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Mr. Monger goes
on—

Conterence vested in the Comntry Party
and the executive the rveaponsibility of de-
eiding whether we would join with the
Nationalists in a coalition Administration,
and as the joint conference unanimously
decided that sach was desirable in the in-
terests of stable government, the exccutive
realise that responsibility is resting upon
them as well as the Parliamentary Party.

The Minister for Mines: That is not un-
usual. Your party lays it down as a definite
instruetion that you must not coalesce with
any other party.

Hon, W, G, ANGWIN: Our party does
not lay it down that the executive carries the
responsibility.

The Miuister for Mines: Who carries it?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I do, so far as
North-East Fremantle is concerned, and no
oue else.

The Minister for Mines: So do we.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN; It is true the
Labour Party in congress lays down the plat-
form to be submitted to the electors. Once
that is done, and 2 member is elected, he is
respongible to his electors for that platform.

The Minister for Works: Does he not get
earpeted if he does not do his duty?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I have never been
carpeted,

Mr. Wilson: Nor has any member on this
side of the House.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Hon, W. Q. ANGWIN: Yor the six yeatrs
that I was associated with the Minister for
Mines, T did not see him carpeted until the
last few weeks,

The Minister for Works:
then?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The papers said
s0. The exeentive of the Labour Party has
nothing to do with the political party, which
becomes what is called the Labour Caucus.
We are responsible only to ourselves and to
the electors.

Hon, M. F. Troy: That is the position.

The Minister for Works: Have the Coun-
try Party not the same freedom?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No, because the
executive say they carry the respomsibility.

Was he carpeted
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Hon. P. Collier: Mr. Monger says he is
tired of catrying it.

Hon., W, C. ANGWIN: I advise every
member to read the address as it appears in
the ‘“Daily News''; I would not part with
it myself for anything.

The Minister for Works: You will get the
corvect report in the ‘¢ West Australian.’’

Mr, Lambert: The revised report.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Here is the bone
of contention, I want the member for Gas-
coyne (Mr. Angele) to listen to this. He
advocated, in the interests of the State, and
of progress and production, that party. poli-
tics gshould be wiped out.

Mr. Angelo: That is my private opinion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Mr. Monger said—

_ I still hold it is the duty of the Country

Party to join in the administration of

State aflairs, provided onr representatives

have an equal voiece in determining impor-

tant matters.
They have no voice at all.

Hon. P. Collier: They have heen ignored,
apparently, right through the peace.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: Mr. Monger con-
tinues—

Even in Parliament, our members, who
were co-operating with the Nationalists
against Official Labour, did not at times
receive that consideration whieh many of
ug consider they were entitled to. Tn faet,
there are several instances on record when
greater consideration was shown by the
Premier to the Labour Party than to the
Conntry Party.

If that is not enough to turn the Premier
out of office, I do not know what is. It is
a gerious indictment.

Mr. Angelo: It speaks well for your per-
suasive eloquence,

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: The member for
Gascoyne said, it would be of advantage to
the Government if they had with them a
member from this side of the House to assist
them.

Mr. Angelo: T have said that for years.

The Minister for Agricultyre: Why only
one?

Hon. P. Collier: One would be equivalent
to three.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: This party at pres-
ent is the largest party in the House.

Mr. Lambert: And the best.

Hon. P. Collier: Modesty forbids.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We have realised
for the past six years that the Government
have been hard pushed, and that owing to
the financial position they have had a very
hard row to hoe. That being the case, we
have kept aloof from what we call strong
party opposition. When we were in office at
the outbreak of war, we promised we would
endeavour as far as possihle to keep away
from anything that might lead to party strife.
Wher my leader was on the platform in
Boulder at the first election after the Nation-
alists took office, he told the people there it
was his intention, even if he were in opposi-
tion, to render every assistance possible im
the carrying on of the affaira of the Btate,
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that until normal conditions prevailed it
would be a difficult matter to curry om, and
he felt it would be his duty to place the
interests of the State first. From that time
ouward this party has endeavoured to render
the Government of the day every assistance
that lay in its power. There are some things
of vital importance upon which we differ,
but on a number of questiuns we have ren-
dered the Premicr every possible assistance,

The Premicr: That is so.

Hon. W, (. ANGWIN: Because of that
faet, this party has not made a number of
claims upon the Government for finaneial
assistance. Since 1916, 12 millions of moncy
have bheen spent, 13 millions ware spent
prior to 1816 during the Labour Adminis-
tration, and close on two millions were left
for the (lovecnment to take after 1916. By
far the greater proportion ot that money was
spent in the development of the country.
During Labour's regime there were railways
builf all over the State; water supplies were
provided wherever required, bores being sunk
to find water where none had beer found
previously, and dams being construeted;
farmers were assisted to remain on the land
when- otherwise they would have been driven
off; three millions were spent in bringing the
railways into a proper condition to eonvey
the products, the rolling stock at the time
being shorter than ever previcusly. Nearly
the whole of that money was spent in land
development. The twelve millions spent
sinee have oeen spent entirely in land
development; mnone whatever in the metro-
politan area. If this party wanted to harass
the Government, we had every opportunity to
do so; but we took the stand of ‘‘Country
first,”’ and so we felt it to be our duty to
assist the Premier. Our action in this re-
spect has offended the head of the executive
of the Country Party. The paragraph L have
quoted is vuworthy of any man who is head
of an association that aspires one day to
rule the State. In return for the assistance
rendered to primary production and the man
on the land, the Labour Party have had, not
gratitude, but kicks and condemnation. That
iz the resnlt of the representations made by
those who bring down farmers’ representa-
fives from the country and tell them wilful
lies. I say again that the paragraph I have
guoted is a discredit to the man who aspires
to he the head of an erganisation that hopes
some day—I hope the day will never come—
to occupy the Treasury bench. [f the views
of that executive are carried into effect, Par-
lament is dead, wiped out altogether. Let
-us have anything rather than a Parliament
ruled by an outside executive.

Hon. I'. Collier: Country Party members
have been in the doek to-day, and will he in
the Qock to-morrow,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: In reply to the
‘Minister for Mines T quote this pavagraph—

I think that if power were vested in the
execntive to collaborate with, and more
fully discuss matters with, the Parlinment-

. ary party, better results would acerye. Tf

the executive is to be held responsible in

[ASSEMBLY.)

any way for the acts' and doings of our
Pacliamentary representatives, them they
must have the right to consult them and
advisze them from time to time.
We know that that exeeutive holds sway over
members of the Country Party. My reason
for raising the matter to-night is that the
conference Incets again to-morrow; otherwise
I should not have referred to it. Outside
rule of Parliament is dangercus, and is likely
to bring us into finuncial difficulties, difficul-
ties which we might be able to steer eclear of
were Parliament free from outside infuence.
We know that outside influence has already
beeu brought to hear to such an extent as to
cost the State thousands of pounds, Tt is
time for cveryvone to realise that Parliament
iz going to control the Btate as long as the
people eleet n Parliament. I do not eare if
the Labour Party cast me out for it fo-
morrow, [ will still say that I will use all the
power 1 possess to prevent auy outside execu-
tive-—TI carg not of what political complexion
—from interfering in matters of Parliament-
ary concern as was proposed by the President
of the Primary Producers’ Association at the
conference to-day.

On motion by Mr, Piesse debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.35 p.m.
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QUERTION—ZOOLOGI('AL
EXTRANCE.

Mr. LATHAM (for Mr. Pickering) askel

GARDENS,

.the Colonial Secretary: 1, Is it a faet that

the entrance to the Zoologicat Gardens has
been removeld from a zituation favourable
to the South Perth ferry service to ome fav-



